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Nelson Mandela pictured on TV by Frank Blackwell. 


South Africa: the Bishop speaks 


Dear Friends, Some years ago Trevor 
Huddleston, that tireless worker for 
justice in South Africa, composed a 
prayer which has been widely used by 
Christians ever since: 

God bless Africa 
Guard her children 
Guide her rulers 
And give her peace 
For Jesus Christ’s sake. 

Now, as much as ever, that prayer 
is needed. But today it is coupled with 
thanks that at last there is a gleam of 
light. Thanks, first of all, for the ex- 
traordinary courage, patience and 
humour of our fellow black Christians, 
as they have suffered and struggled 
over the years. Thanks for the digni- 
ty and statesmanship of the ANC 
Leader, Nelson Mandela (who regular- 
ly received Holy Communion in 
prison). Thanks for Mr de Klerk, who 
has taken a decisive step to break the 
mould of Afrikaner politics. 


Yet apartheid, of course, still re- 
mains in place. What can we do to help 
our fellow Christians in South Africa 
bring it to a speedy end? 

Christians are divided on this issue 
and there is no monopoly of wisdom. 
Mrs Thatcher, also a devout Christian 
who worships very regularly in a 
church in the Diocese, believes that 
sanctions should be lifted as soon as 
possible. 

I will be calling for continued 
pressure, of all kinds. I do this for two 
reasons. First, history shows that no 
ruling elite ever voluntrily surrenders 
or shares it spower. It only makes con- 
cessions when it sees that it is in its own 
interest to do so. 

Nowhere has this sorry story been 
more evident than in South Africa. 
Without continuing international 
pressure, the minority who hold on to 
power by force will breath a sigh of 
relief and settle into their old ways. 


Secondly, all Church leaders, as well 
as all black political leaders, with the 
exceptions of the Dutch Reformed 
Church and Chief Buthelezi, have call- 
ed and are calling for continuing 
economic pressure. 

So, until the whole ugly, cruel 
system of apartheid is well on its way 
to being dismantled (and our friends 
in South Africa will let us know when 
that is so) economic pressure,to which 
the South African Government is so 
vulnerable, must be kept up. 

Our prayer must be that very soon 
Church leaders will be asking for the 
opposite, a programme of investment 
in South Africa. But they have not 
done that yet, and until then we must 
listen to what they are saying now. 

With every blessing, 


yours sincerely, 


Ida 


Woman deacon makes 
Diocesan history 


A FORMER hospital sister 
from Bracknell is to be the 
Oxford Diocese’s first 
woman Canon. In a historic 
announcement, the Bishop of 
Oxford has said that among 
the seven new Honorary 
Canons of Christ Church 
Cathedral to be installed on 
April 28 will be the Revd 
Margaret Clarke, a Deacon 
at the Church of St Michael 
and St Mary Magdalene, 
Easthampstead near 
Bracknell. 

Announcing the appointment, 
the Bishop of Oxford said: 
“Margaret has given fifteen 


years of valued ministry to the 
parish of St Michael and St 
Mary Magdalene, ' East- 
hampstead, and this honour is in 
recognition of her valuable 
work.” 

Commenting on the news 
Margaret Clarke said: “I feel 
very humble and also very 
proud to be chosen to be an 
Honorary Canon of Christ 
Church, and regard it as 
recognition of not only my work 
but of the value of women's 
ministry.” 

After giving up nursing, she 
trained for the Accredited Lay 
Ministry in Bristol before mov- 
ing to her first parish in Wells 
in Somerset, where for ten years 
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Our new display centre is 

NOW OPEN 



58B HIGH STREET, AYLESBURY 415003 



♦ O m n tear e Centre 
THE LOCAL RESPONSE TO ALL YOUR NEEDS 



OUR QUALIFIED STAFF CAN ASSESS AND 
ADVISE A COMPREHENSIVE RANGE OF EQUIPMENT. 


POWERED CHAIRS AND SCOOTERS. SELF-PROPELLED 
CHAIRS. BATHROOM - BEDROOM - KITCHEN - 
SITTING ROOM 

We have a wide range of products for all these areas. 
The solution to your problem lies with us 

Monday to Friday 9-5.30. Saturday 9-1 
58B HIGH STREET AYLESBURY 415003 


she had parish responsibilities, 
as well as some pastoral ones, 
in a psychiatric hospital. 

During that time she became 
a deaconess. In 1974 she came 
to Easthampstead, and it was 
there in 1987 that she was or- 
dained a Deacon. 

Non-militant 

People are central to her 
ministry, and she particularly 
enjoys working with the young. 
She is a Girl Guide District 
Commissioner as well as gover- 
nor of two local schools. 

Though the appointment may 
be a controversial one, Margaret 
herself is not a militant figure. 
She doesn't belong to the Move- 
ment for the Ordination of 
Women. “I do understand the 
hurt feelings of those who are 
opposed to it; I have just been 


quietly getting on with the work 
I thought God wanted me to 
do,” she says. 

In addition to the Cathedral's 
six residential Canons there are 
24 Honorary ones, drawn from 
all over the Diocese. Appoint- 
ments are made by the Bishop 
in consultation with senior staff 
as vacancies occur. A Canon is 
appointed in recognition of long 
and/or outstanding service, but 
it is not a Holy Order so tech- 
nically there is no reason why a 
deacon or indeed a lay person 
should not be so honoured. 

The six male Honorary 
Canons include the Diocese’s 
Industrial Chaplain, a leading 
Evangelical and the Co- 
ordinator of the Milton Keynes 
Christ the Cornerstone Church 
project. 

More about the new Canons 
on page 2. 


Bishop Patrick’s role 


A FORMER Bishop of Oxford, 
the Right Revd Patrick Rodger, 
will sit on the panel of a Public 
Inquiry into how the decision to 
close the South and possibly the 
North Works of the Rover car 
factory at Cowley came about. 
The Inquiry, which is to be held 
in April, will also examine the 
likely economic and social 
effects if the closure goes ahead. 

The City Council have joined 
forces with the Cowley trade 
unions to organise a campaign 
to oppose the closure, which is 
planned to take place within the 
next 18 months. Apart from 
demanding the Public Inquiry 
they have circulated a petition 
around the works, in public 
places and in local churches. 


The Churches’ ecumenical 
representative on the campaign 
committee, which also includes 
members of the University, is 
the Revd Ron Mitchinson, Ox- 
ford Diocesan Industrial 
Chaplain, who says that the 
effects of the closure could be 
a ‘devastating loss’ of at least 

4.000 jobs: ‘more, if subsidiary 
companies are taken into 
account*. 

The original motor works at 
Cowley founded by William 
Morris in 1913 employed over 

20.000 people in its heyday, 
when a quarter of all British cars 
were made at Oxford. Even to- 
day the Works are the second 
biggest employer in the area 
after the University. 
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MIRROR WARDROBES 



Makes Rooms Feel Bigger & Brighter 

♦ Free leaflet, price 
list, information pack 


♦ Free design, quotation 
by experienced fitter 

- 500 installations to date 

♦ Made to measure 


High quality wide 
sliding doors 


CLASSIC SSSS 04882417 



WORD PROCESSING 
VDU OPERATING 

AND 

PROGRAMMING COURSES 

Absolute beginners welcome * 

(0628) 24729 
Jane Coates Associates Ltd 
MAIDENHEAD 


TOC H 

Cuddesdon House, 
Cuddesdon, Oxford 0X9 9HB 

Telephone: 08677 2004 


Well equipped modern house set in 
four acres. Sleeps 21 (mainly single 
rooms). 

Two conference rooms (each seating 
30), plus smaller group rooms. 

Near M40 — seven miles from Oxford. 
Ideal for conferences, retreats, group 
holidays. 

All enquiries to Warden in residence 


THE NEWMAN-MOWBRAY 
BOOKSHOP 

87 St Aldote, Oxford 0X1 1RB 
Tel: 244654 

Christian Books, Cards, Crucifixes, etc. Candles, 
Communion Wine, Altar Breads, 

Church Stationery. 


THE PRAYER BOOK SOCIETY 

The Book of Common Prayer is still the standard of Doctrine, and 
is a beautiful form of Worship. 

If you value the language and doctrine of the Book of Common Prayer, 
join the Prayer Book Society. 

Diocesan Secretary: John Crofts 
14 Forest Close, Wendover 
Aylesbury HP22 6BT 


PINGRUM SPECIALIST TOURS 

Box A, 1 1 Market Square, Aylesbury 
Bucks, HP20 1TJ 
Telephone: 0296 394404 
PLEASE APPLY FOR DETAILS OF ANY TOUR: 

Sun April 8-15: The Minoan Civilisation 
Wed April 8-15: The Natural History of Crete 
Fri Eve April 20-22: Naturewatch Lundy & Cheddar Gorge 


Thur April 26-30: Castle & Megaliths of Jersey 
- , His — * 


Thur April 26-30: The Natural History of Jersey 

Mon April 30-M 

April 30-May 3: 

April 26-May 4: Archaeological Tour or Jersey & Bril 
April 26-May 4: Natural History of Jersey & Brittany 


Mon April 30-May 4: The Natural History of Brittan 
“ , Megaliths of Brittany (+Mont St M 
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May 14-22: Gallipoli Revisted 


£388 

£388 

£69 

£140 

£140 

£140 

£140 

£260 

£260 

£430 

£425 

£675 

£425 

£675 

£695 

£130 


May 14-29: Hittite & Neolithic Turkey 
May 14-22: Birds of Lake Manyas & Western Anatolia 
May 14-29: The Birds of Flowers of Turkey 
May 28-June 12: Ancient Civilisations of Eastern Turkey 
June 1-4: Cuthbert’s Northumbria 
June 1-4: Great Gardens of the North & The Flower Festival £135 
June 9-16: Naturewatch to the Pyreness £392 

June 23-30: Flowers, Butterflies & Birds of the Alps £385 

July 7-14: Bird watch to Orkney Islands £370 

July 14-21: Archaeology of Orkney Islands £370 

July 21-29: Archaeology & Botany of Southern Ireland £374 
Aug 24-28: Roman Chester $ Welsh Border £128 

Sept 8-16: Prehistoric & Viking Denmark £420 

Sept 22-29: Vienna & Hungary £424 

Oct 6-13: Archaeology of Minorca . £384 


The new Canons 


Peter Downham 



He was ordained Deacon in Chester 
Cathedral at Michaelmas 1956, and 
Priest the following year, serving his 
title in Cheadle. Cheshire. In May 
1962 he moved to be Vicar ot bt 
Mary’s Rawtenstall in industrial East 
Lancashire, and Chaplain of the 
General Hospital. May 1968 saw a 
move to be Vicar of St James Carli- 
sle. and July 1979 to be Vicar of 
Greyfriars, Reading. In 1985 he was 
elected to serve on General Synod 
and appointed an Examining 
Chaplain to the Bishop of Oxford. 

Evangelism, preaching, teaching 
and Biblical Theology are among his 
concerns relating to the life and 
witness of the church. Other interests 
include economic and political af- 
fairs as well as soccer, rugby, cricket 
and tennis. 

He is married to Joan and they 
have two sons, Mark and Simon, 
both living and working in London. 

John Eastgate 

Now Vicar of Hughenden and Rural 
Dean of High Wycombe, he 


was born in Lincolnshire but was 
ordained in St Paul's Cathedral 
before becoming Curate of St 
Peter's, Ealing. He served 16 years 
in the Leicester Diocese where he 
was responsible for planning and 
building a new church, and was also 
involved in the production of a 
Christian radio programme. In 1974 
he came to Woodley near Reading 
and then to Hughenden. With his 
wife Jane he takes a special interest 
in the bereaved, expressed in regular 
meetings in the vicarage. He also 
fiolds an annual riding-for-the- 
disabled service, is a photographer, 
hnd enjoys golf with his sons. 

David Goldie 

He is a familiar face in Milton 
Keynes, arriving as Priest Missioner 
in the central offices and shops in 


Ron Mitchinson 





1982. But for four years he has been 
the co-ordinator of the Christ the 
Cornerstone City Church building 
project. He is also Rural Dean but 
on April 1 he will exchange that 
position for the new one of Borough 
Dean “so that the Church of 
England can play its part with the 
other churches in planning future 
developments throughout the 
Borough”. On the same day his 
wife, Rosemary, is becoming ex- 
ecutive officer for Age Concern in 
Milton Keynes. The youngest of the 
new Canons, he. was ordained in 
Bristol in 1970. and has spent all his 
ministry in ecumenical projects: in 
Swindon, Irvine New Town, and 
Milton Keynes. 


He left his native Sunderland to 
teach in schools in Hampshire and 
in India. After ordination in 1968 he 
was chaplain to two coal mines 
before joining the Banbury Team 
Ministry as Team Vicar and In- 
dustrial Chaplain. In 1976 he was in- 
vited to New Zealand as a member 
of the Rotorua Team Ministry to 
develop industrial mission in the Bay 
of Plenty. He served four years as 
Director of the Auckland Region 
Inter-Church Trade and .Industry 
Mission before returning to Banbury 
in 1982 to become Team Rector, and 
from 1984-6 Rural Dean of Ded- 
dington. In 1986 he was appointed 
Oxford Diocesan Industrial 
Chaplain, and recently won a bur- 
sary award to visit Japan for a thesis 
on “technology and idolatry". 

Alan Pyburn 

Bom and educated in Sunderland, he 
came to read history and theology at 


See story 
page 1 

Caius College. Cambridge. After 
National Service in Hong Kong he 
was ordained to a Curacy in Barnard 
Castle and then became Chaplain at 
his old college. His first living was 
at Dallington in the Peterborough 
Diocese. He came to this Diocese in 
1972 first to be Vicar of St Giles. 
Oxford, and then of St Mary's. 
Henley. For six years he has been 
Rural Dean. His ecumenical interest 
was a result of sharing his church 
with a Methodist congregation, and 
he serves on the Oxford Ecumenical 
Council. He paints landscapes in oil 
and watercolour. 

Colin 

Scott-Dempster 

Despite a Scottish upbringing. he 
spent his ordained ministry in 
England mostly in this Diocese. 
After a Curacy at Caversham he 
became Chaplain at the college of St 




Mark and* St John in London in 
1969, returning four years later to 
Berkshire as Vicar of Chieveley with 
Oare and Winterbourne and since 
1977 Rural Dean of Newbury. He 
has a particular interest in education, 
is Chairman of the Governors of 
Chieveley Primary School and has 
served on the ACCM Theological 
colleges Inspectorate, the Diocesan 
Council for Education and Training 
and is now a member of the 
Diocesan Institute for Theological 
Education and Training. Hi> 
ministry has included working wit!) 
a drug rehabilitation unit in Chelsea 
and being a delegate to an Anglo- 
Scandinavian Pastoral Conference in 
Finland. 


GLOBAL WINDOW 


by John Madeley 


Not at Third World’s expense... 


“WESTERN assistance to 
Eastern Europe will be essen- 
tial’ \ read the opening sentence 
of an article in a national daily 
paper recently. The heartening 
progress towards the re-Birth of 
democracy in Eastern Europe is 
surely one of the great pieces of 
good news this century. The 
need to respond with aid to 
rebuild strangled economiies is 
clear. 

. The nagging concern I have 
is, simply, where will the money 
come from? In particular — will 
western countries take it out of 
money that was earmarked for 
much poorer countries and 
peoples of the Third World? 

In January this year, the 
leading US Senator Robert Dole 
is reported to have received a 


“welcome” from the White 
House for a suggestion that US 
aid to the countries who norm- 
ally receive it — . including 
Egypt, Philippines and Pakistan 
*— be cut by 5 per cent, with the 
money going to Eastern Europe. 

The US is likely to be over- 
taken this year by Japan as the 
world’s largest aid donor, but 
US aid still accounts for around 
a fifth of all world aid, and what 
the White House does can in- 
fluence other donors. Japan has 
announced a large aid package 
for Poland and Hungary, and it 
is not yet clear whether this wi|l 
come out of or be extra to 
Japan’s total aid this year. 

“There are clear off-the 
record indications from a 


number of European govern- 
ments that their aid to Eastern 
Europe is likely to be at the 
expense of aid to Africa and the 
rest of the Third”, says Nigel 
Twose, director of the global in- 
formation service, Panos. 

And what of Britain? The 
signs look good. The British 
government has provided, for 
example, S100 million to 
Poland’s currency stabilisation 
fund. Minister for Overseas 
Development Mrs Lynda 
Chalker told the House of Com- 
mons in December that this will 
be part of the public expenditure 
provision for economic 
assistance to Eastern Europe 
“and is additional to and 
separate from the provision for 
overseas aid.” 


In the developing world there 
is, however, concern. And in 
January, Mrs Chalker returned 
to the theme again, saying in a 
speech: “I know that a number 
of developing countries are con- 
cerned that the West's increas- 
ing commitment to Eastern 
Europe may lead to large reduc- 
tions in the support they receive 
from Western donors.” Again, 
she repeated the point that aid to 
Eastern Europe is separate. 

It needs very careful wat- 
ching, however. The needs of 
African people are today more 
pressing than ever. We must aid 
the peoples of Eastern Europe — 
but true aid will be extra to what 
we are already giving to needy 
peoples. 


CANOPIES FOR ALL 
SEASONS wilh SYSTEM 2000 


CAR PORTS AND CARAVAN COVERS 

Protect your Car , Caravan or Boat from 
Rain, Frost and Snow, and add an attractive 
feature to your House without unsightly 

sup port posts . 

★ NO SUPPORT POSTS ★ NO ROT 

★ NO MAINTENANCE ★ NO FUSS 

★ PATIO COVERS ★ DOOR CANOPIES 
★ PASSAGEWAY COVERS ★ 




for a FREE quote or colour brochure 

WHITE HORSE 
CANOPIES 

19 Flemings Road, Woodstock, OX7 1NA 
Telephone: Woodstock 812256 (24 Hours) 
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Funeral Directors 



H. C. Grimstead Ltd 1127 

Amersham 
(0494) 726130 
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Harefield 
0895 822297 

Eastcote 
01-866 0688 

Beaconsfield 
(0494) 672668 

Ruislip 
(0895) 632553 

Gerrards Cross 
(0753) 882644 

TILBURY HOUSE 
SHEPHERDS LANE 
BEACONSFIELD, BUCKS 

West Drayton 
(0895) 442032 


AtiNE COLLINS 

EXCLUSIVE BRIDALWEAR & 
ACCESSORIES 

GREAT MISSENDEN (02406) 3724 

Call for an appointment to view our beautiful 
collection and discuss your complete 
requirements. 

Let us help you and your attendants to look the 
,)fli v ery best on your special day. 

‘Ravelston \ Martins End Lane 
Great -Missenden, Bucks HP16 9HR 
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New life from 
the children 

CHILDREN from across the Diocese of Oxford joined together 
to give a life-saving pulse oximeter to the Special Baby Care 
Unit of Wexham Park Hospital, Slough. 

The £2,400 needed to buy the machine, which can give early 
warning of breathing or other difficulties, was raised at a special 
children's Gift Day at Dorchester Abbey last year when the 
theme was ‘Life for Babies'. 

The oximeter was recently installed at the hospital, and an 
official presentation was made on Monday January 22 by (left 
to right) Helen Cattermole (4), Sarah Clissold (9), Benjamin 
Cattermole (2) and Karen Oldfield (15) from St Andrew’s, Cip- 
penhani, to Dr John Pearce, a Consultant Paediatrician with 
the East Berks Health Authority. Looking on are Mrs Ann 
Faulkner, Buckinghamshire Parish Development Officer (left) 
and Miss Rae Craig, Midwifery Services Manager. 

The 1990 Children’s Gift Day will be on Saturday, May 5 at 
Dorchester Abbey when the theme will be an African one — 
‘Mama Nutrition’. Photo: John Mikol. 


Pope clears 
the way for 
togetherness 


Welcome Bishop Robin 



THE new Bishop of Hertford, the Right Revd Robin Smith, 
with the Archbishop of Canterbury after the service of con- 
secration in St Alban's Cathedral on January 25. Before his 
new appointment Bishop Robin was Team Rector of Great 
Chesham in the Oxford Diocese. 


IN BRIEF 


DURING the Archbishop of 
Canterbury's recent visit to 
Rome the Pope had adopted a 
far more positive attitude 
towards Anglican-Catholic rela- 
tions than had been expected. 
Contrary to the ‘cynicism’ ex- 
pressed in the national press he 
had taken the view that the 
Church of England was a ‘sister 
Church’. 

This positive summary of 
Anglican-Catholic relations was 
put in a talk by Canon 
Christopher Drummond, the 
Home Secretary of the Church 
of England’s Board of Mission 
and Unity. He was speaking on 
January 24, during the Week of 
Prayer for Christian Unity, to a 
large audience at the Roman 
Catholic Church of Our Lady 
and St Hugh in Witney. 

Canon Drummond, who un- 
til 1988 was Priest-in-Charge of 
nearby Ducklington, returned to 
the town at the invitation of the 
Witney and District Council of 
Churches. 

He went on to describe, how 
the new Inter-Church Process, 
‘Not Strangers but Pilgrims', 
agreed between 30 different 
denominations in the United 
Kingdom and Ireland had arisen 
from a grass roots desire for a 
new ecumenical initiative after 
the 1986 national ecumenical 
Lent programme. 

One result of this was that 
from August 31 1990 the British 
Council of Churches would be 
replaced by ‘The Churches 
together in the UK and Ireland’ 
he said. 

At a local level, all the Chris- 
tian Churches were being en- 


couraged to make a solemn 
agreement or covenant between 
themselves and to do as much 
together as conscience would 
allow. 

Christopher Drummond con- 
cluded by commending the 
national Lent programme to his 
audience and hoping that very 
soon the Witney Christian 
Churches would become ‘the 
Churches together in Witney’. 

Liverpool 

reunion 

THE Bishop of Liverpool, the 
Right Revd David Sheppard, 
was the preacher at a Service of 
Thanksgiving at St George’s, 
Fazerkely, in Liverpool on 
February 4 to celebrate Five 
years of Christian partnership 
between St George’s and the 
Parish of Streatley and 
Moulsford in this Diocese. 

There, too, were Councillor 
Dorothy Gavin, the Chairman 
of Liverpool City Council, 
Fazerkley’s team Vicar, the 
Revd John Duffield, and the 
Revd Leighton Thomas from 
Streatley. 

In recognition of the friend- 
ship the Berkshire delegation 
were also invited for a reception 
at the Town Hall. 

The link can be traced to a 
time just before the publication 
of the Faith in the City report in 
1985. Since then, enough money 
has been raised to renovate and 
extend the Liverpool church 
which is now ready for use by 
worshipping congregations and 
community based organisations. 


Roses round 
the door 

A NEW home for single unsup- 
ported mothers to be known as 
Rose House was opened in 
Bracknell recently funded jointly 
by the Bracknell and Sonning 
Deaneries Association, 
Bracknell Housing Department 
and the Oxford Diocesan Coun- 
cil for Social Work. 

The home, which has been 
blessed by the Vicar of 
Prestwood, the Revd John 
Allen, was chosen by the 
residents because “the rose is a 
symbol of the Virgin Mary’’. 


Ecumenical first 

ANNE Kerr has become the 
Diocese’s first ecumenically- 
appointed Ecumenical Officer. 

She has been appointed by the 
Buckinghamshire Ecumenical 
Council and was commissioned 
during the Week of Prayer for 
Christian Unity. 


LORD Ramsay loved the sound 
of bells and an appeal has been 
launched to raise money for a 
bell in his memory which will 
be hung at Bishopsthorpe Parish 
Church, York. 

Donations can be sent to Chris 
Vidgen, 14 Garbutt Way, 
Bishopthorpe, York Y02 1SF 
and cheques should be made out 
to “Bishopsthorpe Bellringers’’. 


IF you want to know anything 
about the Oxford Diocese you 
are always told: “Look in the 
Year Book * ’. 

For ten years the Revd 
Michael Farthing, Vicar of 
Wheatley has edited the Oxford 
Diocesan Year Book most con- 


scientiously and efficiently, but 
now he is handing over to the 
Revd Peter Green. You can con- 
tact him at 1 Stableyard, Downs 
Barn, Milton Keynes, MK14 
7RZ. Tel: 0908 663346. 


OUR apologies for failing to 
mention that Interserve, an in- 
ternational missionary organisa- 
tion, were the other partner and 
beneficiary in the Christmas 
Cracker project mentioned in the 
February DOOR. 

Ian Morris, Interserve’s South 
West Secretary, also mentions 
that approximately £500,000 has 
been raised in 100 Christmas 
Cracker restaurants all over the 
country. 


Call for an 
anti-racist 
stand 

“CHRISTIANS need a sense of 
welcome and joy about being a 
multi-racial community" said 
the Vicar of Alperton in 
London, the Revd John Root 
recently. He was addressing the 
Amersham Deanery Synod on 
January 31 on the subject of race 
relations. 

Most of the ethnic minorities 
lived in areas of substantial 
deprivation and such economic 
and social considerations had to 
be recognised. Employment, 
housing, health, social welfare 
and access to good schools 
should be on the race relations 
agenda he said. 

John Root pointed out that 
coloured people had been ask- 
ed to come to Britain in the late 
forties and fifties to do the most 
poorly-paid jobs and these 
economic disadvantages had 
persisted. Black residents had 
felt excluded and unwanted in 
the mainstream churches who 
were slow to recognise their 
gifts and skills. 

He said that white people 
often regarded the absence of 
black faces in the congregation 
as a good excuse for ignoring 
the subject of race relations 
altogether, but it was often in 
such white heartlands that black 
people could feel most isolated. 

It was up to the Churches to 
listen and communicate and take 
a definite anti-racist stand con- 
cluded Mr Root. 


£53,200 
bike ride 

A RECORD sum of £53,200 
was raised by the fourth annual 
Sponsored Bicycle Ride last 
September, by the Oxfordshire 
Historic Churches Trust. 

It is estimated that more than 
1000 cyclists took part, with half 
the money raised going to the 
church of their choice and half 
to the Trust. 

The Council of the Trust are 
delighted with the result as, 
together with other income, it 
will enable them to distribute 
over £40,000 in grants to 
historic Oxfordshire churches of 
all denominations in 1990. 

This year’s Ride will be held 
on September 8. and the 
organisers expect an even higher 
turnout. 


To be Dr Tutu 

THE Most Revd Desmond 
Tutu, Archbishop of Capetown, 
is to receive an Honorary Doc- 
torate in Divinity from Oxford 
University on June 24. 
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SEE YOUR WEDDING 
ON VIDEO 

Howards Video Service 

Offers experience and technique in video 
photography of weddings, parties, outdoor activities, 
etc. Individual requirements catered for at realistic 
prices. 

Standard and Super 8 cine films and 35mm slides 
transferred to video. 

Callers welcome by appointment. Your wedding 
service treated with discretion and reverence. 

JOAN FLOWERS 

Fresh or silk flowers for that special occasion to suit 
your requirements, individual personal attention a 
speciality. 

For either service telephone 

Kidlington 71369 anytime 


¥ 

¥ 

¥ 

¥ 

¥ 

¥ 

¥ 

¥ 

¥ 

¥ 

¥ 

¥ 
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COTSWOL 

CONSERVATORIES 



SEARCHING FOR 
CARING FAMILIES 

Do you have a caring family? The Children's 
Society is looking for families who will offer 
friendship, support, and an occasional overnight 
stay to children with disabilities in the West 
Oxfordshire area. 


You don't need to have previous experience of 
disability. An open family and caring attitudes are 
more important. Full training will be given, and ah 
expenses allowance paid. 

For further information, please contact: 


Nick Pike, Western Corner Project 
118-120 Burwell Drive, Witney, Oxon, OX8 7NA 
Telephone: Witney 772973 


Ht 


The Children's Societ y, 

(in partnership with Oxfordshire Social Services) 


MAKING LIVES WORTH LIVING 

A VOLUNTARY SOCIETY OF THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND AND THE CHURCH IN WALES 
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THAMES VALLEY ANIMAL WELFARE 

and 


CENTRAL MISSING PET REGISTER 
PLEASE HELP US TO HELP YOU 

Inform us if you have lost a pet or found a stray 
Home always needed for dogs and cats donations welcome. 


DOUG JONES 

FLAT ROOFING SERVICES 

For all types of felt & asphalt work. 

A special price for that special job. 

Work guaranteed. 

Tel: Oxford 340730 


SPRING ARRIVING 

Contact Margaret at 

FAWT Engineering 

for the best advice on buying new greenhouses. 

FAWT Engineering 

Merlin Way, Bower Hill Trading Estate 
Melksham, Wilts SA12 6TJ. 

Telephone: (0225) 706861 



Off to see Japan 



AN Ecclesiastical Insurance Centenary Bursary Award worth 
£2,500 has been won by the Revd Ron Mitchinson , the Oxford 
Diocese's Industrial Chaplain, to enable him to make a six-to- 
eight week visit to Japan in the autumn. The presentation took 
place at a ceremony at the Church Commissioners' in London 
on January 29. 

During his Japanese trip he will make an extensive study of 
the impact of new technology upon work patterns, and the 
changes in the community affecting the Church there. He also 
hopes to compare the Japanese experience with British 
developments and to use some of the material from his visit for 
a postgraduate degree in applied theology. 

The Bursary Award Scheme, first launched in 1987, is aim- 
ed at promoting in-service training for clergy and lay people. 
The winning projects must show potential to be of benefit to 
the Church as well as to the community it serves, and are selected 
by a panel headed by the Bishop of Hull. He is pictured (right) 
presenting the award to Ron Mitchinson. 


WORSFOLD CARS 


CHAUFFEUR DRIVEN 
ROLLS ROYCE & LIMOUSINE 
CAR HIRE 



BERKHAMSTED 0442 870911 
OR 081 204 6090 

OPEN EVERY DAY 


UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT 

KNITTING MACHINES 

KNITMASTER, BROTHER, 
PFAFF — Spares, 
accessories, repairs, 
tuition, second hand 
machines, industrial yarns, 
branded cones by 
ARGYLL, KNITMASTER 
and CRAFT 

Quantity Discounts 

FOR HAND KNITTERS 

Yarns by 

EMU, JAROL, POPPLETON and 
SCOTT-NORD 

Call in and see us, we're sure 
to have what you're looking 
for 

BIZZI-KNITS 

(Barbara Ellis) 

60 NORTH STREET 
BICESTER 


Cleveland 

Carriages 

ROLLS ROYCE DAIMLER. 
JAGUAR ALSO MERCEDES 



For weddings and special occasions 

Phone Penn (049481) 6733 


MAN’S BEST FRIEND 

The National Canine 
Defence League is Bri- 
tain's leading charity 
for stray and un- 
wanted dogs. 
Thousands of dogs are 
ff.C*D*L saved' each year 
from neglect and 
death. Through our 13 rescue centres, 
dogs are cared for until new and 
responsible homes can be found. NO 
HEALTHY DOG IS EVER DESTROYED. 
As a registered charity, we rely upon 
public support to continue our work. 
We would like to do more, so please 
help by sending us a donation or by 
becoming a member. 

Member, for £7.50 per annum, in- 
cludes FREE: 

* Public liability insurance up to 
€1,000.000 against damage caused by 
your dog. 

* An identifiction disc, if requested, 
engraved with your pet’s name and ad- 
dress, plus, on the reverse side, the 
NCDL's veterinary guarantee in case of 
an accident. 

PLEASE JOIN US 

Send to: NCDL. 1 Pratt Mews 
London NW1 OAD. 

I wish to become a member and enclose my 

firstyear's subscription of € (€7.50 or 

€3.45 Senior Citizen) and/or I wish to make 
a donation of C 

Name (Mr/Mrs/Miss) 

Address 


Ill wind 
takes 
its toll 

THIS winter is bound to be 
known as the one when the trees 
fell down and the water fell out. 
From the upper windows of 
Diocesan Church House you can 
still look out on a giant lake 
which marks the approximate 
position of the Thames where 
the original Saxon settlers are 
said to have forded the river at 
Ferry Hinksey to found “Oxen- 
forde”. Today they wouldn’t 
have a hope of getting their cows 
across. 

In our Diocese there has been 
nothing quite like the dreadful 
destruction of the spire of St 
James’, Trowbridge, which 
crashed through the roof of the 
nave, or the dramatic rescue of 
the Bishop of Salisbury’s flood- 
bound flock of sheep by the local 
fire brigade. However, in the 
terrifying gale of January 25 our 
own Bishop Richard sat 
marooned in a traffic jam of 
high-sided vehicles with his 
Russian visitors (See picture 
story on page 16), and many a 
vicar must have said more than 
a silent prayer, as the wind got 
up strength, that the angels 
would look kindly on his pin- 
nacles. 

The Ecclesiastical Insurance 
Company in Gloucester reported 
that of 4,000 claims already 
received by January 28, one 
third were from churches — 
though they said that it was too 
early to estimate the final bill. 
‘Gale stories’ continue to trickle 
in to Church House. 

Ancient tiles from Dorchester 
Abbey and the adjoining guest 
house fell off and will cost 
£1,000 to replace. 

The tower of All Saints', 
Churchill — modelled on that 
of Magdalen College lost three 
of its pinnacles, just after they 
had been put back as part of a 
£250,000 renovation pro- 
gramme, so adding another 
£10,000 at least to the bill. St 
Mary’s Charlbury lost its 
weather vane, while Bampton 
was left with a gaping hole in the 
roof after a stone figure believ- 
ed to be St John the Evangelist 
fell off the tower on to the 
organ. One of the most hard hit 
was Holy Trinity, Aylesbury, 
where part of the parapet blew 
down — seiously weakening the 
wall below at a possible cost of 
£50,000. 

Parsonages seem to have got 
off more lightly. Perhaps it was 
all those prayers! 


Organic 

learning 

To take your mind off the 
weather you might consider 
learning to play the organ. 
Unless something is done soon 
to reverse the decline in playing, 
many church organs will have 
fallen silent well before the end 
of the century. In response to the 
crisis 1990 has been declared 
National Learn the Organ 
Year (NLOY), and on January 
20 a series of national events 
were launched at the Royal Col- 
lege of Organists which includes 
a one-day organ school at St 
Mark’s United Reform Church 
in Aylesbury on April 7. 

Among the purposes* of 
NLOY is the recruitment of kt 
least 500 new organists, the 
linking of pupils with teachers 
and the encouragement of an 
Adopt-an-Organist scheme, 
whereby interested piano 
students are given possibly-free 
organ lessons and practice time 
at the church or a sponsor’s 
expense. 

NLOY are willing to make a 
£40 grant towards the first 
term’s lessons and to provide 
starter-packs which include lists 
of easy organ pieces, tutors, and 
the 1990 programme. 

Details from Anne Marsden 
Thomas, National Learn the 


Organ Year 1990, St Giles Crip- 
plegate Church, Fore Street, 
Barbican, London EC2Y 8DA 
(s.a.e. please). 

Saxon saints 

To raise funds for St Edberg’s, 
Bicester, Gill King has pro- 
duced a fast-filled little booklet 
(60p) about St Edberg, an Anglo 
Saxon saint whose shrine at 
Bicester was much visited in the 
middle ages. 

St Frideswide was another 
Anglo-Saxon saint, who found- 
ed a priory on the site of the pre- 
sent Cathedral. As part of a 
recent re-ordering of the Lady 
Chapel the painted vault over 
the stone of St Frideswide has 
been cleaned and conserved to 
reveal traces of angels dating 
from the 14th century overlay- 
ing a still older painting. The 
work, which also includes a new 
stone altar, new rails and 
candlesticks and a new carpet 
and hanging, has been paid for 
the Friends of the Cathedral It 
has given the chapel its own 
identity without destroying the 
open character of this part of the 
cathedral. 

London life 

Rural living for fifteen teenagers 
in Fritwell and Ardley must 


seem on the quiet side ever since 
their “Life in London’’ 
weekend course on February 
took them around homelessness, 
prostitution and drug addiction 
in the capital. Before you jump 
to the wrong conclusions be 
assured that not only were they 
in the good hands of their Rec- 
tor, John Thompson and his 
wife, and a local youth club 
leader, but they were also safe- 
ly tucked up each night at 
Brookfield House a Church 
Army Christian Conference cen- 
tre in Victoria. 

The course took them to a 
hostel and a community centre 
and to see what Christians are 
doing “at street level’’, but the 
experience they will probably 
most remember was an eight- 
mile evening walk around cen- 
tral London — where they saw 
for themselves people of all ages 
sleeping in “cardboard city’’ 
next to the Festival Hall, or in 
doorways in The Strand. 

Newtons 

Olney, at the- northern tip of 
Buckinghamshire, is famous for 
its annual pancake race which 
this year took place on February 
27. It is also known as the place 
where the former slave-trader 
turned evangelist John Newton, 
who also wrote hymns like 
‘Amazing Grace’, began his 
ministry. 

By a remarkable coincidence 
the first John Newton lecture 
was given recently at Sutcliff 
Baptist Church, Olney by none 
other than Dr John Newton. He 
was not of course the 18th- 
century Curate but his 
namesake, a Methodsit District 
Chairman from Liverpool, who 
is currently Moderator of the 
Free Church Federal Council 
and an acknowledged authority 
on English spirituality. 

Newton’s home, the former 
vicarage, has been turned into a 
flourishing Christian conference 
centre run by an ecumenical 
group who are also sponsoring 
the John Newton lecture which 
is to be an annual event. 

Copies of the 1990 lecture 
‘Amazing Grace: the Spirituality 
of John Newton’ can be obtained 
from “The Administrator, John 
Newton Christian Centre, 
Church Street, Olney, Bucks 
MK46 4AD (50p plus large 
s.a.e. please). 

DOORSTOP 

It’s very short, speaks for itself 
and was kindly sent in by the 
Bishop of Reading. A certain 
church, which shall be 
nameless, sent out details of the 
1990 Lent course in their parish 
leaflet headed “Not Stranglers 
but Pilgrims’’. Ouch! 


Tel: Bicester 
(0869) 253265 


BLOCK LETTERS PLEASE 


DUMONT ALTAR BREADS 

PRIESTS, PEOPLE AND CONCELEBRATION 
SIZES WHITE AND WHOLEMEAL 

and UK STOCKISTS of 

NEW SEALED EDGE WAFERS 
VINO SANTODENS, COMMUNION WINE 

Amber Wine, solely for Altar use. 

Price Lists and details on request from: 


&3)ummL 


F A. DUMONT LTD . High Sircel. Lyminge 
Folkestone. Kem CTI8 8EL. Tel: (0303) 863193 



RYDAL HALL 

RETREAT & HOLIDAY PROGRAMME 1990 
Carlisle Diocesan Conference and Retreat Centre, 
Rydal Hall, Ambleside, LA22 9LX. Tel: 05394 32050. 
Apply to the Warden, Revd. Peter Walker, Rydal Hall. 

July 2-6 Painting and Prayer retreat. Sister Irene C.H.N. £94 

July/ August Holiday weeks — 21-28 July and 11-18 August for families and 
individuals (tariff on request) 

September 10-14 Painting and Prayer Retreat: Chaplain: Revd. John Ansell and 
Tutor: Clair Taylor £109 

September 14-16 Rambling Prayer Retreat: Br. Roderick S.S.M. £48 

October 15-19 Priest's Retreat: Rev. Alan Ecdeston. £95 

22-26 “Autumn Break" — (tariff on request) 


SMALL 

BUSINESSES 

CASH RECORDS, 
WAGES, VAT 
RETURNS, 
ANNUAL 
ACCOUNTS 

Your books kept in order while you do 
your job. 

Efficient service — low cost. 

HAYTON 
BOOKKEEPING 
SERVICE 
(R. J. Hayton) 
Phone (0235) 20392 


GEOFFREY CHURCH & CO 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

For a personal and dignified service contact: 

Mr J. CURRAN or Mr G. CHURCH 

Churchgate 46 Bishopwood Road 

The Broadway, Thatcham Tadley 


Tel: (0635) 68444 (24 hours) Tel: 0734 814420 (24 hours) 

PRIVATE CHAPELS OF REST 



HALL BROS 

Tailors and Mercers 

Capes/Cassocks (made to measure, fitted on our premises). 
Stocks — Vestocks — Cottas 
Collars (Plastic or Linen) 

Shirts (Black, Grey or Blue) 

Academic Gowns, Hoods and Choir Robes 

Ready to wear Cassocks from £40. 

You can be assured of our personal attention to cut, fit, and quality. 

Please call or telephone us at: 

119 HIGH STREET , OXFORD OX1 4BX 

IS TELEPHONE 242756 


Geoffrey Harding 

Silversmith and Goldsmith 

Handwrought Wares for every occasion 
Original Designs 

Special Commissions undertaken 

STEVENTON, OXON. 
TELEPHONE: ABINGDON 831371 



Architectural Design 


BUILDING 

PLANS 

DRAWN 

NEW HOUSE 

ALTERATION OR EXTENSION 
LOFT CONVERSION 
INDUSTRIAL CONTRACTS 
COMMERCIAL SCHEMES 
COMPLETE SERVICE 
COMPETITIVE CHARGES 
PROMPT PERSONAL SERVICE 

RAY NEWTON 

Building Consultant 
PHONE ANYTIME 
FOR QUOTATION 

0295 250769 
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Once a priest always a priest 


^ I WAS born in London 

w into a Christian family. 

My father was a butcher, and all 
my relatives were butchers, too. 
We lived over the shop in a tur- 
ning off Oxford Street. Both my 
parents were on the PCC and 
were very active in the Church, 
and I suppose it was just a 
natural thing in the family that 
uncles, aunts and cousins all 
went to church. 

Towards the end of my time 
at university, I believed that 
there was some purpose to my 
life that I had got to answer for. 
What could one do in those days 
except become a missionary? I 
certainly didn’t want to be a 
deaconess or some frumpy 
church worker. So in my second 
year of teaching in Cornwall I 
made an open offer to the 
Church Missionary Society, and 
went into their Missionary 
Training College. 

When I got there I found that 
they had put me in the China 
group, which surprised me. I 
said I couldn't possibly learn 
Chinese but we were all tested. 
I was the second worst, but they 
thought I would just make it. So 
they decided to send me to Hong 
Kong, where I started work im- 
mediately teaching at a Church 
school founded by the Church 
Missionary Society and run by 
the Diocese. The Church there 
was the Chinese branch of the 
Anglican Communion, which 
until 1912 had its own province. 

First woman 

In Hong Kong, the ordination 
of women came as a request 
from the people. The very first 
woman priest was ordained in 
South China in 1944 as a war- 
time emergency. She was 
Florence Lee, and you can read 
her story in Ted Harrison’s book 
Beloved Daughter. She was 
working as a deacon from 1941 
onwards in Macau. When the 
Japanese took over Hong Kong, 
it became impossible for any 
priest to get to Macau, and this 
meant that a large refugee 
population were without the 
Sacraments. The Chinese priest 
felt he could no longer go, 
because if he left his own parish 
to go to Macau his own work 
would be put in jeopardy — so 
he approached the Assistant 
Bishop, a Chinese, and asked if 
the Deacon could be authorised 
to celebrate Communion, and he 
gave his permission. 

The Bishop of Hong Kong , 
Bishop Hail, happened to be 
on leave. When he came back 
he wrote to Florence Lee after 
much thought and deep 
prayer, and said that if she 
was willing to cross the 
Japanese line and go through 
the fighting he would consider 
whether he would ordain her 
a priest and confirm what he 
believed God had already done 


in giving her the charisma of 
the priest. 

This was what happened, and 
on St Paul’s Day in 1944 she 
was ordained priest, and this 
was a moment of great rejoicing 
for all the people in that area. 

The Chinese House of 
Bishops was largely dominated 
by foreigners, who felt that 
Bishop Hall had exceeded his 
authority. The Archbishop of 
Canterbury wrote to him, 
though he had no control over 
the Chinese Church, asking why 
he had done it. Bishop Hall 
answered that there was only 
one reason, and that was that he 
believed it was what God 
wanted him to do. Nevertheless, 
he was reproved and Florence 
Lee was told that if she remain- 
ed working as a priest he would 
no longer be able to work as a 
bishop. That was really 
blackmail, but naturally she 
gave up her position as a priest 
— though she believes, as 1 do, 
that you do not ever relinquish 
the indelible mark 6f the 
Ministry. There was a great ser- 
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The Revd Dr Joyce 
Bennett, OBE 


vice at Westminster Abbey in 
1 984 on the 40th anniversary of 
her ordination at which I preach- 
ed and where her priesthood was 
affirmed by both Archbishops. 
But that was another day and 
another story. 

Bishop Hall knew that he had 
been disapproved of, but some 
ten years later there was a need 
in Hong Kong for more clergy. 
I had been teaching History and 
Scripture and English, and acted 
as Head of School a couple of 
times while the principal was on 
leave. 

Bishop Hall asked me to go 
in to see him one afternoon, 
and suggested that it might be 
right to ordain me a Deacon 
and asked if CMS would allow 
me to take a year off to go 
back to England to study. 
When I came back in 1962. I 
was ordained Deacon at the 
50th anniversary celebration 
of the Chinese Province. 

A lot of people think that the 
ordination of women all came 
through America, but it didn’t. 
In 1966 Bishop Hall retired . I 


was on leave during the election 
that chose Gilbert Baker. Quite 
soon afterwards he went off to 
the Lambeth Conference. If you 
read the record of that Con- 
ference you will know that the 
bishops did consider the ques- 
tion of the ordination of women, 
and asked all the provinces 
around the world to consider and 
report back. In 1969 — the year 
the Church in Hong Kong had 
its Synod. Another Deacon, 
Jane Hwang, had become the 
vicar of a very large parish. Ho- 
ly Trinity in Kowloon, where 
500-600 people were taking 
Communion every week. When 
the Synod met, the members of 
its congregation said: “This is 
ridiculous to have a man to come 
in.’’ and Holy Trinity, St Paul’s 
Church (which also had a very 
vigorous congregation) and the 
women’s organisations all put 
up a motion that women be 
priested. 

In November 1969, Bishop 
Baker prorogued the Synod, 
which was unheard of, but he 
wanted all 20 parishes to go 


away and report back. In 
January we met again, and there 
was a debate which was over- 
whelmingly in favour. 

The Anglican Consultative 
Council, which was to meet in 
Kenya in February 1971, 
discussed the papers from 
Hong Kong and agreed by a 
small majority that the Diocese 
of Hong Kong and Macau 
could go ahead and ordain 
women as priests provided the 
Synod agreed. When Bishop 
Baker received the news the 
question was, would he act. 
However, he said: “I can do 
no other”, and the Synod was 
quite overwhelming, that that 
was what had been decided. 

So he proceeded to ordain 
Jane and myself in the Cathedral 
in Hong Kong on Advent Sun- 
day, 1971 . I think it dawned on 
us that it was of world impor- 
tance, when we saw the world’s 
news media gathered. We 
became the second and third 
women in the world to be or- 
dained and I was the first British 
woman. Afterwards, I continued 
to work in education in Hong 
Kong, having become Principal 
of St Catharine’s, a new secon- 
dary school for girls which had 
a very distinctive Christian 
stamp upon it. 

When I came back to 
Prestwood in 1983 there weren’t 
even any women deacons. 
However, in the mystery of 
Divine Providence it so happen- 
ed that the Chinese priest at St 


Martin’s-in-the-Fields had had 
to retire. So the English con- 
gregation asked me if, when I 
retired, I would serve that con- 
gregation — and that is what I 
did. We do believe that worship 
should be in the language of the 
people, and if there was no 
Chinese priest then I would take 
the service, but I don’t believe 
in making a fuss and I always' 
have a man around to cover up 
for the Church of England. 

Spiritual death 

Bishop Richard, and Bishop 
Simon have always been very 
supportive, but the Church of 
England is a tragic, sad institu- 
tion. One of the most terrible 
things that they did was to agree 
in 1975 that they wouldn’t or- 
dain women as priests though 
there were no theological objec- 
tions to it. To my mind that is 
the way of spiritual death. 

Years ago I was preaching at 
St Mary the Virgin in Oxford 
and the Vicar took exception to 
what I said. I was asked to 
preach on the Gospel, the 
Parable of the Prodigal Son. The 
parable is about the elder brother 
just as it is about the younger 
one, and I’m afraid that I think 
the Church of England can be 
likened to the angry elder 
brother who was not going to 
receive the prodigal. The pro- 
digals are the women priests 
who have come back to this 
country. 

But once you are a priest 
you are always a priest. There 
comes a point where you have 
to ask: “Do you follow man 


or do you follow God?” And 
there are certain things 
over which you follow the 
Divine call, but in a quiet 
way. What can you do if so- 
meone is dying and you 
receive a telephone message: 
“Will you please come and 
celebrate Communion? A 
Wouldn’t you go! y 


Joyce Bennett was born in Lon- 
don in 1923 but has retired to 
Prestwood in Buckinghamshire, 
her mother’s birthplace. As a 
sixth-former she was evacuated 
with her school to Oxford and 
shared Milham Ford’s 
buildings. After graduating in 
history from Westfield College , 
she trained as a teacher at the 
London Institute of Education. 
She taught in Cornwall for two 
years before going to to Hong 
Kong in 1949 as a CMS mis- 
sionary in the field of education. 
She became fluent in Cantonese, 
and worked there until her 
retirement in 1983. Since 1984 
she has assisted with the Chinese 
congregation at St Martin-in- 
the -Fields, and now has permis- 
sion to officiate as a deacon in 
the Dioceses of Oxford and Lon- 
don. She was awarded the OBE 
in 1978 for her services to 
education and to the communi- 
ty in Hong Kong, and for the last 
seven years she has been a 
member of the Legislative Coun- 
cil there. Dr Bennett has recent- 
ly completed a book about her 
life, which will hopefully be 
published later this year. 


Dis-ease and 
Wholeness 


A SERIES of five Saturday morning seminars on different 
aspects of healing called ‘Dis-ease and Wholeness’, and led 
by Christians involved in a wide range pastoral responsibility 
willbegin in Aylesbury on April 21. 

The seminars, which are being run jointly by Holy Trini- 
ty Church, Aylesbury and the Chiltern Christian Training 
Programme, will take place at the Church of the Good 
Shepherd. Topics covered will be Christian healing in prac- 
tice, deliverance, Christian caring, bereavement and caring 
for families suffering from multiple deprivation. Speakers 
will include a medical doctor, a psychiatrist and the warden 
of an East London Community Centre. 

The course is open to all denomiantions, and to both clergy 
and laity. It is not primarily intended for those requiring 
ministry, though it may be available at some sessions. The 
cost of the course is £15, £4 for individual sessions. 

Details from the Revd Philip Roderick, 18 Sunters Wood 
Close, High Wycombe HP12 4DZ. Tel: 0494 21605 or the 
Revd Don Brewin,147 Wendover Road, Aylesbury HP21 
9NL. Tel: 0296 82068. 



RENTAL 


PIRIEIWIS 

WITNEY 773601 



UNLIMITED 

MILEAGE 
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For FREE planning and design 
service, call your Local Surveyor 
NOW! FREEPHONE 

0800590987 

OR contact your local offices: 

Burnham (0628) 603186 
Bracknell (0344) 485794 Please quote 5/OX/D/D 




The Ultimate Addition to your Home 


• Have you considered adding a conservatory? 

• Have you made a decision as to the style... 
Georgian, Victorian, etc? 

• Would you like some independent advice? 


SOLE LOCAL APPROVED SUPPLIERS Oft 



iJtriun? 

CONSERVATORY SYSTEMS V 

Contact: Mike Darnell 

High Wycombe (0494) 436868 
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From the Bishop 
of Reading 

THE train from platform 13 
was about to leave. The com- 
muter ebb-tide swept me past 
him — a sixteen-year-old beg- 
gar, huddled under an old 
anorak. 

The Church has been good 
at picking up the broken bits 
of a world too busy, or too 
selfish, to care. Over 150 years 
or more, a succession of 
societies, organizations and 
religious orders have come 
and (often reluctantly) gone as 
needs have changed. In the 
Welfare State’s heyday the 
need for voluntary work 
declined: now Government 
looks for partnership but is 
reluctant to provide the cash 
to make it effective. 

Side by side with ambulance 
work, Christians have thought 
and prayed about the kind of 
society which causes the 
casualties, and have challeng- 
ed the assumptions of the pro- 
sperous majority. To be 
effective, such a challenge 
which fails to demand a 
change in priorities, and how 
money is spent, is hollow. So 
the Church is challenged in 
turn by those responsible for 
deciding these things: “Cob- 
bler, stick to your own last”. 

Social gospel 

No doubt the recent publica- 
tion of Living Faith in the City 
will rekindle the argument, 
but we should not lose our 
nerve. From the moment Jesus 
launched his mission in his 
home-town church, with the 
theme of ‘Good new for the 
poor’, his followers have been 
committed to the social gospel. 

But this is only part of our 
commitment. The coming 
Decade of Evangelism reminds 
us that the Church has always 
found it hard to manage more 
than one plank of its mission 
at a time. Just as Faith in the 
City and the Urban Fund have 


SPACE FOR PRAYER 


The Church Urban Fund Prayer 

Father in Heaven, we pray for the cities of our land; for their 
leaders and their common life, for their place of wealth and 
deprivation, and for all who are powerless or poor. 

Bless the work of the Church Urban Fund, that our cities may 
find healing and renewal, and may glimpse the hope of the 
Eternal City, whose builder and maker is God; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

This month your prayers are asked for: 

The Women’s World Day of Prayer (March 2) 

The Church Urban Fund Appeal in our Diocese, its 
committee members, co-ordinators and promoters, and the 
conference at Wheatley. 

The Family Life and Marriage Education Group’s 
(FLAME) conference at Milham Ford School, Oxford, on 
March 15. 

The work of the Mothers’ Union in the Oxford Diocese. 



dominated the past five years, 
this will take much energy in 
the next ten. However, it 
should not and must not do so 
at the expense of other impor- 
tant strands of Christian life 
and witness. 

We must help people to 
grow in prayer, entering 
deeper into God’s purpose for 
them and his world. We must 
work at our public worship, so 
that it gathers up the whole of 
life in offering to God and 
opens lives to his Spirit. 

We must deepen our 
understanding of the Bible and 
allow it to mould our lives. We 
need to be thinking about the 
creation with which God has 
entrusted us and our respon- 
sibility for it. We need to be 
studying the society with 
which we are bound up, and 
seeking to change its goals 
where they are contrary to 
those of the Kingdom. We 
need to be sharing in the 
treasures of other traditions so 
that our life may be enriched. 

The young beggar at Pad- 
dington Station needs all 
Christ has to offer — and 
we’ve still a lot to learn about 
sharing it. 

fjohn Reading 


Mothering Sunday and the Mothers’ Union 

Time for the family 



On the way to a ‘mums and toddlers 9 service organised by Didcot Mothers’ Union. 


WHEN I go to church on 
Mothering Sunday there will 
probably be some visitors there, 
who may have been brought 
along by their children or a 
friend. Some of them may not 
have been to church before, or 
know whpt to expect. 

It may be a happy experience, 
particularly for those mothers 
whose child shyly brings them 
a posy to say “thank you for be- 
ing my Mum”, as is often the 
custom on Mothering Sunday; 
for others there it may be a pain- 
ful reminder that they are single, 
or have no children, or that their 
family is not a happy one. 

On Mothering Sunday, both 
the Church family and our own 
families are centre-stage. 
Women often take more part in 
the service than usual, as caring 
for the family is still seen as 
their traditional role. Having 
helped prepare the posies 
beforehand, they may welcome 
the families, lead the service, 
and sometimes even give the ad- 
dress — as well as provide the 
refreshments later. As a 
Mothers’ Union member, I 
would want to take part if I 
could; you might well ask, 
“Why?” 

Taking part in some way on 
Mothering Sunday will be an ex- 
pression of my partnership with 
the local church. The Mothers’ 
Union is committed to all that 
strengthens marriage and Chris- 
tian family life. Members pray 
for families, worship together, 
and learn how to apply their 
faith in daily relationships as 
part of their spiritual growth. 

As a member in Oxford 
Diocese, I have a particular 
responsibility to pray for people 
in our link diocese in Nigeria 
and Zaire, and to learn about 
their way of life. We are all con- 
cerned to try and promote con- 
ditions in society favourable to 
stable family life, and to help 
those in difficulty. The problems 
in Africa are often the same as 
in England; the hardship of 
single parenthood, unemploy- 
ment and violence, and pro- 


miscuity; but theirs are 
compounded by astronomical in- 
flations, lack of proper health 
care and employable skills, and 
the countryside itself making 
good communication difficult. 

Some members in England 
are involved in an ecumenical 
project designed to heighten our 
awareness of the influence of the 
media, and to understand how it 
works. When we watch televi- 
sion, we are all encouraged not 
to moralise, but to show that 
care by offering praise or con- 
structive criticism. 

The Young Families Depart- 
ment is organised to support 
young parents, and to help those 
who are young in their faith. 
Members may help with ‘pram’ 
services, run a creche for the 
children while their parents are 
having a meeting, or offer a 
listening ear or babysit; all dif- 
ferent ways to ease the pressure 
on parents. 

Our magazine, Home and 
Family, is fun as well as serious. 


and there is other literature too 
to help us think about changes 
in society; about issues such as 
embryo research, child abuse or 
the problem of debt; and we are 
encouraged to respond to ques- 
tionnaires about proposed 
government legislation, and its 
effects on family life. 

As part of our outreach, 
money is raised to pay workers 
in other countries, where their 
work is valued by their local 
governments for its contribution 
to the well-being of the country. 
In England we finance holidays 
for needy families, or to run 
“The Message Home Scheme”; 
this scheme means that a family 
will be given a message from so- 
meone who has left their home. 


but who doesn’t want to say 
where they are. 

This year, we are praying for 
the coming Decade of 
Evangelism. I hope that we will 
grow in awareness of our role 
in God’s family, and how we 
can respond by caring for each 
other. I am quite sure that I shall 
continue to enjoy the fun, Chris- 
tian fellowship and opportunities 
that I have now, as I meet peo- 
ple from all walks of life, both 
at home and further afield. 

Rosemary Peirce 

Rosemary Peirce is the Diocesan 
President of the Mothers ' 
Union, Oxford and the wife of 
Canon Martin Peirce, the 
Diocese's Director of Or- 
dinands. They have two sons. 


Meditation for the Feast 
of St Joseph (March 19) 

Joseph, was it from you that he first knew the feel of wood and 
nails? 

As he sawed and planed and followed the grain 

Did he sense that, from first to last 

His life would be bound up with wood 

That he would find a oneness with it 

And an at-one-ment with his Father throught it? 

As the trees were brought to the workshop, cut down in their 
prime. 

Did they speak to him of his own destiny? 

When he watched your hands fingering and caressing the wood 
In loving harmony with it 
easing out its knotches, 
smoothing its blemishes 
seeking out its natural shape 
Did he forsee the rough uncaring hands 
that would nail their victim 
to the wood of the cross? 

Was it from you that he first knew the feel of wood and nails? 
And, at the end, in his last hour of extremity and pain, 

Even then. 

Did he retain the lifelong reverence for wood, 

First learned from your hands? 

Sister Margaret Magdalen C.S.M. V. 
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WATER DAMAGE 


FLOOD - RAIN - BURST PIPE 
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A DEHUMIDIFIER QUICKLY DRIES YOU 

■ NO RUNNING WINDOWS 

■ NO DAMP BEDDING, CLOTHES OR 
FURNISHINGS 

■ NO MILDEW, CORROSION OR RUST 

■ NO MUSTY SMELLS 

Large stocks of most leading makes and most sizes 
direct from the MAIN DISTRIBUTORS at BARGAIN 
prices from 


OUTI 


£ 164.48 


inc VAT and DELIVERY. (All brand new guaranteed). Free 
advice — Money back guarantee 



D 


Mail Order — 

VISA/ACCESS 
01-977 2350/0944 
or call at showroom 

5 High Street, Hampton Wick, Kingston Upon Thames, KT1 


RYMASTER 


INTERNATIONAL LIMITED 



M) 

4DA 


FEATURE FIREPLACES 

by A. W. YATES STONEMASONS 

Designers and manufacturers 
of fireplaces in STONE, 

BRICK, PINE and MARBLE 

26 fireplaces on display at our showroom: 

UNIT 32, RECTORY LANE TRADING ESTATE 
KINGSTON BAGPUIZE 
Nr ABINGDON 

TELEPHONE: (0865) 821341 

“FOR Ml YOUR HEARTHS DESIRES 



II 
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Homelessness Vision of Spring 
— one point 
of view 


ROY Burgess, at the end of his 
moving article ‘God in the Life 
of the Homeless’ (December 
DOOR) urges us to “Go out and 
do something about it”. 

But what can we do? 

The first thing, I suggest, is 
to change our mental attitudes so 
that we no longer regard 
homelessness as some sort of 
modem virus which is inevitable 
and inescapable. 

It isn’t. It is a direct result of 
the Government’s Housing 
Policy. To encourage Councils 
to sell off their housing stock 
and then to deny them the right 
to use the money so obtained to 
build replacement houses is, in 
my opinion, nothing short of 
evil. To pretend that such ac- 
tions have not caused our pre- 
sent level of homelessness is the 
height of hypocrisy. 

Having realised this, it is the 
moral duty of each of us to write 
to our MPs of whatever colour, 
to reiterate what I have just been 
saying, and to urge them to 
press for a change in housing 
policy as a matter of the utmost 
importance. 

R. A. Hicks , 
Witney 

Postal 

Voting 

GENERAL Synod has voted to 
allow individuals to vote by post 
if they can’t get to their AGM, 
provided that their parish AGM 
has agreed, and has set up a 
scheme for postal voting, which 
must be approved by the 
Bishop’s Council. 

May I urge everyone whose 
AGM is still to come, and who 
can get to it, to ask it to set up 
such a scheme, remembering 
that those who can’t get there to 
vote won’t be there, either, to 
ask for postal voting, so need 
support from all who can attend. 
The new rule is included in the 
1990 edition of Church Repre- 
sentation Rules, but few people 
will yet know of this change. 

As voting for a deanery synod 
representative is the only part 
most of the laity can play in 
synodical government, it is 
especially, important that 
everyone eligible should be able 
to vote, and not be prevented. 
Mrs Pauline Hartman , 
South Hinksey , Oxford 

Relationships 

SO many Christians appear not 
to have a developing relationship 


with our Lord. But we believe 
that taking up a simple Rule of 
Life, based on prayer and Bible 
reading can help Christians 
grow. Put this in the context of 
a warm national and ecumenical 
Christian family and there is a 
strong sense of not being alone 
in this discipline. 

Often Christians need to come 
to terms with stress, a sense of 
guilt and a sense of failure. The 
Magdalene Fellowship is there 
not only to offer a framework 
for a Rule of Life to anyone, 
clergy or laity, but also to pray 
for those in relationship stress 
and where possible to be 
alongside them in a non- 
judgemental way, encouraging 
them to continue walking with 
our Lord through the cir- 
cumstances of their lives. 

Should any readers like fur- 
ther information please contact 
us at: Meadow View, Rectory 
Lane, Fringford, Nr Bicester, 
Oxon, 0X6 9DX. 

David and Rosemary Norwood , 
Bicester 



“Consider how the lilies grow in the fields; they do not 
work , they do not spin; and yet, I tell you, even Solomon 
in all his splendour was not attired like one of these (Mat- 

thew 6, 29). 

Photo: W. P. Baddeley . 


was merely a matter of vary- 
ing the appearance of the 
page. 

Well done 
Bucks! 

IN the December edition of The 
DOOR you included a short ar- 
ticle, under the heading “Cycle 


(effort 


Not guilty! 

ON the whole I like the diocesan 
publication The DOOR very 
much. But one part of the 
Number 9 February 1990 issue 
caused me some concern. 

On page 11 in the material 
dealing with the ordination of 
women the case ‘FOR’ is in 
what I would term normal type 
while the case ‘AGAINST’ is in 
heavy black type face. 

Does this mean The DOOR is 
taking sides on this issue? If not, 
then I think you need to make 
the position quite clear. 

No doubt there are others who 
would share my concern and 
who would support this request. 

Robert Boyd CBE, 
Wokingham 

The Editor can assure Mr 
Boyd, and any other reader 
who may have gathered a 
similar impression, that the 
use of contrasting type faces 


Ride”, which gave a brief ac- 
count about the participation of 
the Historic Churches Trust of 
Oxfordshire and Berkshire. 

I would like to put on record 
that Buckinghamshire also took 
part, for the first time. The 
results for the first year were 
most pleasing, with some 
£15,000 being raised, and more 
still trickling in. 

Judging by comments made, 
we hope to raise at least twice 
this amount in 1990, when 
teething troubles have been 
overcome. The ride in 1990 will 
be held on Saturday, September 
8, and we would ask everyone 
in the Diocese to note this date 
in their diaries. 

J. P. Wether all. 
County Organiser 
Buckinghamshire 

People 

power 

IF we all realised that God can 
work in this world on the human 
level only through people, and 


that the initiative must be taken 
by us, how different things 
might be. People power is be- 
ing exercised in our world at the 
present time in the phenomenal 
events which have recently 
taken place. 

The Christian Church is 
behind much of the struggle for 
freedom and democracy. Its task 
is, surely, always to provide in- 
spiration and guidance. As part 
of it it is up to us to show that 
we too are ‘doers of the word, 
and not hearers only’, as was so 
often the case in the past. 

C. A. Briggs , 
Reading 


Opening 
the DOOR 

Fr Yarnold’s idea, in last 
month’s DOOR, for an 
ecumenical DOOR , merits 
serious consideration. In this 
shared church we have the 
DOOR on the table together with 
the similar Roman Catholic 
paper for the diocese of Nor- 
thampton; and perhaps Ports- 
mouth and Birmingham also 
publish newspapers. 

In the meantime, perhaps Fr 
Yarnold could be persuaded to 
be our Roman Catholic cor- 
respondent, together with peo- 
ple from the other churches? 

The Revd Michael Westney , St 
Andrew's House, Cippenham. 
The Editor would be glad to 
have other reader's views on this 
important subject. 


The Editor is always glad to 
hear from readers. She has, 
however, to reserve the right 
to abbreviate letters when 
necessary in the interests of 
space. 


S^ritans 


WE NEED VOLUNTEERS 
COULD YOU OE ONE? 

Ordinary people who care for the 
Desperate, Lonely, Suicidal. 

Amersham 432000, Banbury 270000. 
Bracknell 55556, Newbury 42452 
Oxford 722122 
Reading 505505 
Slough 31011 



Always there at the end ot the line 


ALLAN WARDLE MBHI 

All types of clock restoration and 
repair, including dial and case repairs. 

Specialising in Longcase (Grandfather) 

Carriage and Striking clocks 

Collection and delivery available. 

Ickford (08447) 445 

(Two miles from Junction 7 on M40) 

Chapel Cottage, Sheldon Road 
Ickford, Nr Aylesbury 
Bucks, HP 18 9HY 
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SICK PAY 
PROBLEMS? 

If you are sick — 
who pays the bills 

Protect your families income, 
join our sickness benefit 
scheme from only £1 .62 per 
week (age 40), provides 
£100 weekly when sick. 

For details write to: 

ANCIENT ORDER OF 
FORESTERS 

FREEPOST 

51 HILL AVENUE 
AMERSHAM 
BUCKS HP6 5BR 

or Tel: (0494) 433604 

Member of LAUTRO 


SOLID 

MAHOGANY 

Windows and Doors 



Traditionally made 
by hand in our 
own Joinery Shops 

and fitted to your 
home by our highly 
skilled craftsmen 


Double Glazed (20mm) 
Fully Weathersealed 
High Security Locking 
10-Year Guarantee 




Amersham Joinery 

97 Fjmh.m Road. Slough Bfrkshirr SL 1 4UN 

Tel: Slough (0753) 824242 


CORNWALL 

(nr. Looe) 

Comfortable Bungalows in beautiful country setting, 
open all year. Central for all parts of Cornwall. Fully 
equipped, colour TV etc. Gardens and heated pool. 
Pets welcome. 

IMO BAR, NO BINGO, NO DISCO! 

Telephone Richard or Elizabeth Gegg 

0503 52570 


TRADITIONAL 
LAMP POSTS 

M. A. RODGERS G.R.P. Ltd 

Vernons Shipyard, Chichester Yacht Basin, Birdham, 
W. Sussex PO20 0PD 

TELEPHONE: 

(0243) 511227 

f" Please send me further information 


MAINTENANCE FREE 

Make your garden come alight 

with our glass fibre lamp posts 

• Available in black or white as §L 
standard 

• Any colour on request at 
slight extra cost 

• Complete with brass light 
fitting & cable 

• Trade enquiries welcome 



Traditional Flush Wall 
23" high - 7* deep - 14* wm 



NAME. 


ADDRESS. 


.POSTCODE. 


i raaitionai f*oat Traditional Short Wall 
**® h 31 ‘ high 

14 wida at top 14* wide at top 


Post to: M. A. Rodgers G.R.P. Ltd., Vernons . 
Shipyard, Chichester Yacht Basin, Birdham, | 
W. Sussex PO20 7ES. . 


THE OXFORD OPEN SYNOD GROUP 

Invite you to a seminar 

THE OPEN CHURCH 

at Parish Deanery and Diocesan level 
Wednesday 7th March 1990 
All Saints, Wokingham 
7.30 p.m. for 8.00 p.m. 

Speakers include: 

Simon Brown — Rural Dean 
Anne Faulkner — Parish Development Advisor 
Janet Hodgson — Diocesan Representative of USPG 

Enquiries to: 

Brian Bailey, Rector 
0734 792999 

or 0734 792797 

(Answerphone) 
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Sun Life 
of Canada 


As part of our expansion programme in 
the Maidenhead area, we are looking for 
new representatives. 


We offer a long term pensionable career, 
with a generous financial package for 
successful applicants aged between 
25-49. Unlike many direct selling 
companies, our representatives are 
employed, NOT self employed. 


If you would like to know more about this 
career opportunity, please telephone. 


Sun Life 
of Canada 


Alex Mitchell 
0628 72822 
office hours 
or after 6 p.m. 
0734 868785 


The "Melbury" Hotel 
for the Disabled 


CRANBORNE ROAD, 
SWANAGE, DORSET 
Telephone: Swanage (0929) 422477 


The Melbury Private Hotel is a delightful, friendly hotel. It is 
within easy reach of the holiday attractions at Swanage — just 
three minutes from the sea, the shops and the theatre. 

It has a pleasant dining room with an excellent standard of 
cuisine. In the three spacious lounges, colour television and bar 
facilities are available. A variety of entertainment from coach 
outings to sing-songs, bingo to theatre visits are organised. All 
bedrooms have hot and cold running water. The hotel has its 
own car park, free to guests. 

FACILITIES FOR GUESTS: 


1. Wide entrance doors on level ground. 

2. All internal doors minimum 30ft wide. 

3. Dining Room and Lounges on ground floor with access to 
ground floor toilets and bathroom. 

4. Licensed bar. 

5. Lifts for wheelchairs to First floor and second floor for more 
able guests. 

6. Bedrooms: 6 ground floor and 13 First floor rooms suitable 
for wheelchairs and disabled. Second floor bedrooms for more 
able guests. 

7. Delightful gardens and patios expressly designed for your 
enjoyment. 

8. Open all year — reduced out of seasons rates — Christmas 
and New Year festive packages a speciality. 

9. Ambulance with wheelchair lift for outings. Loaned by the 
TRANSAID TRUST. 


28th April and 5th May. Return coach pickup from Rectory 
Road, Oxford. 


JOINERY 


\ EV> 

y The best quality available. Timber 

machining and profiling, commercial 

T y / /T\ and architectural. Period and bespoke 

r-* f items in small or large quantities in- 
n c * udin 9 doors, staircases, windows, 
panelling, linings and designer fitted 
\ / furniture. Also individual timber 

\ y buildings for any purpose. 

Tel: Marlow (06284) 75418 



P.S. 

MANKOO 


CONSULTANT 


TRICHOLOGIST 


M.I.T. 


HAIR is sometimes called "the barometer of health" and it 
can reflect individuals lifestyle indicating the stresses, 
tensions and variations in the body systems. The Institute of 
Trichologists provides properly trained and qualified 
practitioners to give help and advice to men, women and 
children who suffer from various problems which can affect 
the hair and scalp. 

FROM HAIRLOSS AND ALOPECIA 


TO DANDRUFF, PSORIASIS 
AND HAIR TEXTURE PRORLENS 

All treatment is specifically designed for the individual 
patient's needs from the initial consultation to the 
formulation of our natural products. For advice on all 
aspects of scalp and hair care please contact: 

BIDDY MANKOO 


on (0276) 24585 

(24-hour answerphono) 
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CHU 


UND 


A message from the 
Bishop of Oxford 


YOU will read that we have nearly, though not quite, 
achieved our target. Please make a final push to ensure 
that we achieve what we set out to do. 

I am most grateful to all those who have supported the 
Church Urban Fund in any way. A great fund of good- 
will and energy has come to the surface and been chan- 
nelled to support Christian work in our Inner Cities. Where 
should we go from here? 

That is one of the major questions that will be dis- 
cussed by parish promoters and deanery co-ordinators 
at the meeting on March 1 7. If you have ideas, do please 
let your parish promoter hear of them. 

Fuller thanks will come later, but I am deeply conscious 
of how fortunate we are in this Diocese to have such an 
able and totally dedicated team at our core, John Pro- 
dger, Paul Nicolson, Brian Ebbs and Nicholas Lines. They 
have worked indefatigably for more than 1 8 months now. 

Without them and all our parish promoters and deanery 
co-ordinators we would have got nowhere. But, as I say, 
how do we carry on the good work? 


Talent contest 


with a difference 


HOW could we in Chalfont St Peter raise our target of £6,266 
for the Church Urban Fund? This perplexing question faced 
us in early 1989. With a Parish Share which is the fifth largest 
in the Diocese, financial matters tend to make us cringe. The 
Church Urban Fund was no exception. We knew though in our 
hearts that the challenge was a real one of Christian witness 
and required a positive response. 

In true Church of England 


Fireworks 
party in 
Bracknell 


BRACKNELL was one of the 
five Deaneries in the Diocese 
which equalled or exceeded 
their total. The others were 
Amersham, Burnham, Son- 
ning and Oxford. 

There are ten parishes in the 
Bracknell Deanery: two in the 
new town and the rest in 
villages or suburbs. The star 
parish was Easthampstead 
which raised 300 per cent of its 
target, but other parishes 
averaged 90-110 per cent of 
theirs. 

How Easthampstead made 
their heroic effort is reported 
separately. Included in the 
Deanery’s vast range of ac- 
tivities were Sunningdale’s 
arts and crafts sale, Ascot 
Heath’s fireworks party on the 
race course, and Binfield’s 
parish supper “to raise both 
money and awareness”. Neil 
Harrison, Binfield’s parish 
promoter believes they were 
also helped by the fact that 
their Rector wrote to everyone 
on the electoral roll asking for 
donations. 

There was also a major 
Deanery event at Ranelagh 
School, Bracknell when the 
Bishop of Durham and the 
Rural Dean of Sunderland 
spoke movingly about the pro- 
blems of inner city areas to an 
audience of more than 300 
people. The retiring collection 
at that meeting raised over 
£1,000 and the Revd 
Christopher Hewetson, 
Bracknell’s Rural Dean 
believes the Bishop’s visit had 
a “ripple effect across the 
Deanery” and did much to 
“jack up interest at a time 
when things were slacking.” 

It should also be mentioned 
that Christopher himself 
raised £675 in sponsorship last 
summer on his Church Urban 
Fund Walk. 


style we set up a committee, 
but this was a committee with 
a difference. Hardly any 
meetings, certainly no minutes 
- but ACTION! 


A number of different 


events were considered. The 
best idea was given to us by 
Cross Keys, our Church 
Youth Group. They were each 
given a pound coin and asked 
to go away and make it 
multiply. Following the 
teaching giveir in Matthew 
25:14-30 they managed to turn 
£14 into £170 in only four 
weeks. The ingenuity and 
enterprise of our young people 
set a fine example that we just 
had to follow. 


At Harvest Festival time our 
congregations were offered £5 
each to take away and multi- 
ply. “What could I possibly 
do?” was the inevitable ques- 
tion. “I’m no good at knitting 
or cooking”, soon gave way to 
a variety of original ideas, 
ranging from a tailoring ser- 
vice for gents’ trousers to 
family portrait photographs, 
as well as a veritable assort- 
ment of raffles. 


Meeting our CUF target has 
not just been about money, 
however. Last October, 
members of Cross Keys 
journeyed to Sunderland for a 
weekend to share in the en- 
vironment of deprivation and 
translated their experiences 
into a drama sketch which has 
been presented to the various 
congregations of our parish as 
well as to the Deanery Synod. 


We have now managed to 
exceed our target. Instead of 
being a fund-raising cho|*e, 
CUF has given us the oppor- 
tunity to practice our Chris- 
tian witness. “When they 
needed a neighbour we were 
there.” 

Philip Ringer 
Philip is Chalfont St Peter's 
Parish Co-ordinator , a member 
of the Oxford Ministry course, 
and a London policeman. 


£75,000 
to go! 


THE Church Urban Fund was 
set up by the Church of 
England as an independent 
charity in 1988. Its purpose is 
to channel significant amounts 
of money into severely de- 
prived urban areas in order to 
help a variety of projects many 
of which are ecumenical. 

The establishment of the 
Fund was one of the main- 
proposals included in Faith in 
the City (1985) which reported 
the findings of the Archbishop 
of Canterbury’s Commission 
on Urban Priority Areas. 

Between them, the dioceses 
are aiming to raise £18 million. 
Our Diocese has set itself a 
targt of £1,500,000, double the 
amount we were asked for. Of 
this £475,000 is being provided 
from central funds and 
£1,025,000 by the parishes. 

We are now only £75,000 
short of that target. 


...But more 


is needed 


“GIVEN the extent of the need 
and the impressive initiative of 
so many Urban Priority Area 
parishes to do something prac- 
tical to respond to them it is not 
surprising that demand for sup- 
port has exceeded the £500,000 
or so available each quarter 
recently by nearly six to one. 

As a result over 60 applica- 
tions — many of them first-rate 
projects — have had to be 
declined, some failing to meet 
the Church Urban Fund's 
criteria but others simply for 
lack of funds. 

Moreover the grants approv- 
ed have been scaled down in 
total to about one third of what 
was requested. ” 


(From Living Faith in the City, a 
progress report by the Archbishop 
of Canterbury 's Advisory Group on 
Urban Priority Areas published in 
January 1990.) 


CUF: a loo 


back - and \ 


LET us recall part of the 
initial message from our 
Bishop when we launched 
the Appeal in the Diocese in 
April 1988: 

“I believe the creation of 
the Church Urban Fund to be 
a profoundly spiritual matter 
which is helping us to put in- 
to practice our vision of a life 
of mutual sharing. 



John Prodger. 


“It is not simply a matter 
of giving money to yet 
another good cause. Even 
less is it doling out largesse 
from on high. 

“It is about giving and 
receiving within the Body of 
Christ. That is why the links 
we have through our parishes 
and the Church Urban Fund 
are so important.” 

Our first task when we had 
set up an appeal committee 
was to communicate to the 
whole Diocese the objectives 
of the appeal, how we would 
raise the money, how the 
money would be spent and 
why we should respond. The 
team went out to spread this 
message to every deanery 
synod and, in many cases, 
parishes as well. 

We realised that the bulk 


For the love 


DAYBREAK in Dagenham, 
Essex, is -one of the projects 
which has benefited from 
Church Urban Fund support. 
Daybreak began in 1985, 
created by the Vicar of 
Dagenham Parish Church, who, 
in a few months, buried three 
young teenagers who had died 
from an overdose of drugs. 

Believing that there is a Chris- 
tian alternative to drug addic- 
tion. Daybreak offers a drugs 
service — counselling in- 
dividuals and groups, as well as 
referring those who have a drug 
dependency problem to clinics 
and rehabilitation centres. 

It aims to help anyone contact- 
ing it about a drug problem, par- 
ticularly young people involved 
in experimenting with drugs. It 
also offers support and counsell- 
ing to families and friends of 
drug dependants. The bulk of 
the work is carried out on the 
streets, and in the houses and 
flats of their clients. 

Michael Thorpe was ap- 
pointed Youth and Drug Abuse 
Liaison Officer in 1985 sup- 
ported by Urban Aid: he used as 
his centre St Luke’s Mission 
Hall — an old mission which 
was in poor condition but it was 
at least a base. Michael Thorpe 
soon became hopelessly over- 
stretched in his work, and the 
Church Urban: Fund was asked 
to support second such 
worker. This was agreed by the 
trustees, and Andrew Caldwell 
was appointed in 1987. 

I visited the Mission Hall last 
year and spent some time with 
Andrew Caldwell: to say that the 
task is a mammoth one is very 
much an understatement. 86 per 
cent of crime in Dagenham is 
drug-related, 50 per cent of the 
clients at the clinic are young 
women with small children. 

One reason why Daybreak has 


Brian, an ex-heroin addict. 
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achieved so much is that they go 
out into the streets and visit 
homes where drug abuse is 
prevalent. They do not wait for 
contact to be made with them. 

This means building up many 
contacts in the area and creating 
a trust that his hitherto been 
missing. Their needs are con- 
siderable — financial support in- 
deed, but other things such as 
clothes, food and families will- 
ing to do short term fostering of 
clients’ children, while the client 
is undergoing therapy at a 
residential centre. 

I can do no better than quote 
Andrew Caldwell in the ne)vs 
and prayer bulletin just issued: 


“Have you ever known 
somebody who said they loved 
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of the money would need to 
come from Church member- 
ship but we also, through our 
distinguished patrons, sought 
support from wealthy in- 
dividuals. Industry was also 
approached, but the corporate 
approach to large companies 
was tackled nationally. 

We sought to appoint co- 
ordinators in every deanery, 
and promoters in every 
parish or group of parishes: 
whilst this was not fully 
achieved, we nevertheless 
built up a powerful com- 
munications link throughout- 
the Diocese, as well as the 
link through rural deans, 
parish priests and treasurers. 

Of a number of key 
events, we look back with 
joy on our sponsored walk 
with a Eucharist at Goring on 
a glorious summers day, also 
CUF national Week last 
September when many 
thousands of candles lit our 
churches and homes. 

As we come to the final 
stages of the Appeal, which 
has now supported over 250 
projects nationally with 
grants of £5.2 million, we 
look forward to the continu- 
ing work in achieving the 
tasks set by Faith in the Ci- 
ty, demonstrating our faith in 
the people of our inner city 
churches who have the vision 
to tackle some of the very 
deep seated problems which 
beset their communities and 
lack only the resources to 
achieve their aims.. 

We have to build on the 
foundation which has been 
laid and this year fulfil our 
particular part. 

John Prodger 
Chairman , Diocesan Appeal 
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you but very rarely showed it? 
I am glad God’s love is not like 
that. He has proved His love in 
a practical and effective way. 

Almost everyday in the field 
of drug abuse we are meeting 
people who are empty of love. 
They feel rejected and lonely. A 
young woman, a chronic drug 
user, once said to me: ‘Why 
should Jesus forgive me? I have 
done too many bad things.’ 

Sexual and physical abuse, 
self-multilation and anorexia are 
just some of the hurt in her life. 
I believe that through His 
Church and our hands and feet 
God wants to demonstrate His 
love, to break down barriers and 
bring healing and forgiveness in- 
to* the lives of people like this 
young woman. Prodger 



With a little help ... 


The Revd Michael Jackson (right) in the workshop. Photo: K. Brady. 


St Mark’s community project: 

The parish: 

Saint Mark’s is a parish near to the centre of Sunderland on the 
banks of the River Wear. The housing in the parish is, almost 
without exception, Victorian workmen’s cottages, mostly single 
storey, with one or two bedrooms. Few houses have gardens. 

The housing is now mostly owner-occupied, and is very attrac- 
tive to young couples and the elderly. The housing is by no means 
dilapidated, and there is considerable community spirit and enor- 
mous loyalty to the area. But unemployment is a grave problem. 

Even before the closure of shipbuilding yards, all within half-a- 
mile of the church, the rate of unemployment was over 20 per cent. 
The communal facilities are also poor: there is no children’s play- 
park within one mile of the church, the local primary school is Vic- 
torian and needs replacement. 

The project: 

Given the problems of the area, the church decided to turn over 
the large church hall to wider use by the community — to provide 
some of the communal facilities which were otherwise lacking. 

The hall was refurbished under a grant from the Urban Pro- 
gramme, a central government scheme of grant aid for work in 
UPA’s, and opened in March 1988. Groups were set up for the 
elderly, for young parents and their children, and for children, and 
are now successful. 

An innovation was the conversion of a small hall into a craft cen- 
tre, comprising a woodwork shop and a sewing room. These 
facilities are principally for the unemployed, to encourage the 
creative use of enforced leisure and to provide a meeting place out 
of the house, at low cost. There is a coffee bar. 

Help from the CUF 

The group work was started by the then Vicar, Peter Atkinson and 
his wife, but it soon became apparent that the growing activities 
of the centre needed more time than either could give. At this junc- 
ture the Church Urban Fund came to the help of the project and 
provided grant aid to pay the salaries of a part-time manager and 
part-time supervision for the craft centre and the coffee bar. Without 
its help our work could not have grown as it has done. 

The Church and the Gospel 

The effect of this has been to edge the church back into the centre 
of the community, a position which it held in the past but from which 
it has, in recent years, retreated. 

The community project is a concrete example of the love of God 
shown through practical aid, and is complementary to the churches 
preaching of the mesage of love. 

Michael Jackson 

The Revd Dr Michael Jackson is Vicar of St Mark ’s, Millfield, 
Sunderland. 

Prayer, marmalade and 
walks in Wantage 


Chesham’s 

amazing 

fete 

AS September approached, 
publicity reached its climax for 
this, our fund-raising event of 
the year. Never can a fete have 
been better advertised. The 
only thing we could not order 
was the weather. Saturday, 
September 9 dawned grey and 
miserable. 

As the opening hour of 
1 1 .30am approached the rain 
fell harder. Never mind, the 
intrepid British public began 
to arrive and by the time that 
Mrs Rosemary Sweet (under 
an umbrella of course) 
graciously declared the fete 
open Spirits were running 
high. Miraculously, within 
half an hour the rain fyad 
ceased. No bright sunlight fol- 
lowed but an afternoon pleas- 
ant enough to encourage 
hundreds to make their way to 
immaculate lawns and colour- 
ful flowerbeds of ‘The Bury’. 

There were interesting 
displays of Tae Kwon Do, 
Morris dancing and the 
Chesham Girls’ Band. There 
were races for the children, 
Thomas the Tank Engine to 
give rides, numerous stalls and 
the Editor of the Bucks Ex- 
aminer presented the prizes at 
“The Show’’, and afterwards 
an auction of many of the en- 
tries raised £600 thanks to a 
very persuasive auctioneer. 

People began to drift home 
and our labour force sprang 
into action. Litter was cleared 
and ‘The Bury’ restored to its 
usual immaculate self. The 
outcome? A truly amazing 
sum of £7,000 for the Church 
Urban Fund. Our next fete is 
in 1991 and a new standard 
has been set! 

Adapted from George Piggin *s 
article in Great Chesham ’s 
parish magazine. 

Beaconsfield’s 

secret 

RAISING the money in 
Beaconsfield required careful 
planning to find suitable op- 
portunities to enable people in 
every situation to give within 
their means. These ranged 
from gift days, choir concerts, 
auctions, a team on the spon- 
sored walk — to a dinner at 
Hall Barn. 

The secret of our success 
was in awakening the interest 
in the first place by the skilful 
sermons and dedicated Sun- 
days. These were followed up 
by using the video presentation 
for youth groups. The parish 
promoters and clergy also 
made themselves personally 
available for detailed discus- 
sions with individuals. 

Having once caught the im- 
agination of the parish, rais- 
ing the money was relatively 
simple! 

David Quinn 
Beaconsfield Parish Promoter 


WHY did a scattering of 
people from all over our 
Deanery make their way 
through the small hours to 
Holy Trinity, Charlton, one 
night in September, to kneel in 
silence for a while? Because, 

I suppose, without prayer our 
good deeds will lack power: 
our giving must be allied to the 
sacrifice of Christ. 

Mind you, we had fun as 
well! Efforts included a spon- 
sored walk (with one disabled 
parish promoter bravely on 
horseback), youth groups 
marmalade-making, a perfor- 
mance of Jabbok Theatre 
Group — even village Sunday 
schools doing their bit. 
Together with gift days and 
other giving it has brought the 
Deanery close to achieving its 
target. 

Though I think the £16-per- 
head figure is rather unfair on 
the villages where the electoral 
roll is a far greater proportion 
of the population than in the 
towns, the fact that every 
parish has played its part is, 

I think, a real encouragement. 

We hear so much about the 
divisions of the Church of 
England — so isn’t it good that * 
the Fund is supported in every 
parish, and will continue to be 


the Church of England, seek- 
ing to represent the Gospel in 
every place in the land. 

Philip Martin 
The Revd Philip Martin is an 
Assistant Curate and Deanery 
Coordinator in Wantage. 

Easthampstead's 
heroic effort 

SO how much did we raise for 
the church Urban Fund dur- 
ing our 18-month campaign to 
learn about the many social 
evils which exist in this coun- 
try and about what our Chris- 
tian response to them ought to 
be? 

The Diocese had set us a 
target of just under £3,000, an 
average of £16 for everyone on 
the electroral roll. Early on, 
the PCC decided that 60 per 
cent of the profits from our 
Green and Gold Fete should 
go to the Fund and that our 
CUF target should be £6,000. 
In fact our contributions have 
amounted to £8,777. 

Perhaps there are some who 
have still not given and who 
could help us to pass the 
£9,000 mark! 

John Dean 
Parish Promoter 


GET FIT ... 

NOT FAT 

SAFE WEIGHT LOSS 
MONITORED BY EXPERIENCED 
DOCTORS 

FAST, SAFE WEIGHT LOSS 

It's simple and safe — one 
pill per day makes you feel less 
hungry and enables you to keep 
to a calorie controlled diet. A 
complete re-education of eating 
habits to aid permanent weight 
reduction. Monitored by 
experienced doctor. 

£13 weekly 

(including medication) 

Just call in at: 

BERKSHIRE DIET CENTRE 

18 CROSS STREET, READING, BERKS 

(Opposite Marks & Sp 

or Telephone: 

0734 505227 

CLINIC TIMES: 

Monday /T uesday /Thursday /Friday 
11.30am to 8pm 
Wednesday 4pm to 8pm 
Saturday 10am to 4pm 




Sitting properly doesn t 
have to be a 
in the back. 


About a quarter of the population suffer from backaches 
sometime in their lives. Cintique, after careful study and research, 
have done much to help in the relief of such problems. The Cintique 
Back Care Collection is the result and the Highgrove, shown here, 
is a fine example from it. 

A classic style designed to fit into any environment, the four 
models in the Highgrove collection all have Cintique’s unique 
springing system and high supporting back to give you the extra com- 
fort and support your back needs. u ■ 

Come in and sit down — 
you’ll feel better already. ■■ 


HULL LOOSLEY & PEARCE LTD 

120-123 OXFORD ROAD, HIGH WYCOMBE 

Telephone High Wycombe 33222 DEPT TD 


"THE BIARRITZ HOTEL" 

ST BRELADE'S BAY, JERSEY, C.l. 
FIRST REGISTER NON-LICENSED 

1990 Season: April 6-October 21 

* Banish winter blues with a spring holiday at the internationally acclaimed Biarritz Methodist 
Hotel. 

* Situated in the beautiful bay of St Brelade with private access to the beach. 

* Unsurpassed value in Christian hospitality. 

* Special programme of entertainment (for those wishing to participate! on most days and 
evenings. 

* Discounts for senior citizens during low season periods, April 6-May 10, and September 
28-October 21. 

* Savinas for all through combined accommodation/air. travel from most UK airports. 

* Enquiries welcomed from organisers of Conferences and Church/Fellowship groups when 
special inclusive rates can be negotiated. 

Write or telephone now for furhter details: 

Telephone: 0534 42239 or 0534 45506 

Please note: Ansaphone may be in operation after 6pm on weekdays and at weekends 


ADEPT ELECTRICIAN 

30 years', experience in domestic and 
industrial installations. No job too small. 

Tel: (0628) 74403 (anytime) 


FETES - SNOWS - GALAS - PARTIES - etc. etc. 
The 

Bouncy 

CASTLE COMPANY 

‘Childrens Roundabouts — Fair Organ — Fun 
Castles 

FOR HIRE 

Telephone Wokingham 781888 24 HR Answering 
Service. 772828 (5-lines-Mon-Fri) Or write ... The 
Bouncy Castle Company, 9 Easthampstead 
Road. Wokingham, Berkshire RG11 2EH 
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A QUESTION OF CARING 


AS the proportion of the aged in 
Britain's population grows, so 
does the problem of long term 
care for the elderly become ever 
more acute. 

That it will continue to do so 
is indisputable, given the 
pressures on the National Health 
Service which I visualise as hav- 
ing a future role mainly in the 
short term operative and highly 
technological treatment fields 
with long term care becoming 
almost entirely the responsibili- 
ty of the independent sector. 

This latter role by the private 
sector has already been 
recognised by entrepreneurs 
and we have witnessed a rapid 
expansion in the numbers and 
sizes of both nursing and rest 
homes. Vast amounts of cor- 
porate money has been poured 
into the care industry and this 
will ensure that the independent 
care sector remains a highly 
competitive business. 

When a care home hits the 
press headlines there is a ripple 
damage effect to the whole in- 
dustry. Therefore, those of us 
who have cared passionately for 
many years about quality and 
standards have a vested interest 
in seeing that "cowboys" are 
recognised and are either put 
out of business or else 
prevented from opening their 
doors in the first place. 

In this respect I suggest that 
as the "senior" organisation in 
the care business, the 


Registered Nursing Home 
Association is well placed to 
draw on its 20 
years' experience of quality care 
to sketch out a scenario upon 
which the rapidly growing care 
industry as a whole can draw so 
as to put as great a distance as 
possible between "cowboy" 
and quality premises. 

Nursing homes in the indepen- 
dent sector are subject to 
stringent rules of conduct in- 
cluding the provision of qualified 
nursing staff and appropriate 
facilities, plus a high staff-to- 
patient ratio day and night. 
Premises are frequently in- 
spected by medical and nursing 
officers from regulatory 
authorities and so must maintain 
the required standards of service 
under law. 

Additionally, homes which are 
members of the RNHA are sub- 
ject to regular checks by the 
Association which has its own 
team of inspectors visiting 
member homes to ensure that 
its own requirements for quali- 
ty of care are being met. The 
Association standards are even 
more stringent than the high 
levels demanded by the register- 
ing authority and are well above 
the technical standards ensured 
by statute and regulation. 

We demand from our 
members a level of care, com- 
fort and commitment over and 
above that required by law. It is 
not unusual for a home applying 



Registered Nursing Home 

Formerly a care home. The Glebe House has now been 
approved as a Registered Nursing Home by the Cheltenham 
and District Health Authority. 

• General and medical patients catered for. 

• The ultimate choice for the highest standards of nursing 
care and comfort in a warm and homely atmosphere. 

• Single and double rooms available. 

• The Glebe House is situated in the peace and tranquility 
of the Cots wolds in the historical town of North leach, off 
the A40 between Burford - Cheltenham. 

Cirencester - Moreton-in- Marsh road. 

• Non-smokers onlx 


GlebeHome 

Mill End 
Northleach 
Gloucestershire 
GL54 3HL 

Telephone: Cotswolds 

0451-60735 

For further information please contact the proprietors — Erica M. Granville- 
Edmunds and Peter D. Grand lie- Edmunds. SRN, RCNT. FRSH. MBChA, MRIPHH. 



for membership to be refused 
because Association re- 
quirements are not being met 
and homes can and do have 
their membership terminated for 
the same reason. 

The RNHA's inspectors enter 
nursing homes armed with a for- 
midable check list containing a 
multitude of questions. These 
relate to patient care, staff 
levels, training and appearance, 
the environment within the 
home and its accommodation, 
fees and other charges and last 
but not least there is a full sec- 
tion relating to the home's 
management. 

Facilities needed to nurse pa- 
tients in an independent nursing 
home vary, of course with the 
type of patient. But there are 
certain basic facilities common 
to all which can be compared 
without having medical 
knowledge or experience. Top 
of this list come bedrooms link- 
ed with patient observation, 
toilets and bathrooms, heating, 
food, laundry, leisure rooms and 
gardens and such additional ser- 
vices as hairdressing and 
chiropody. 

Before selecting a care home 
for a relative a family should 
always request a guided tour 
and ask searching questions 
about the facilities being offered 
within the cost quoted and iden- 
tify those classed as extras. 
After all the home is to be a per- 
son's "home from 
home" for an unspecified period 
and inquirers are entitled to be 
just as interested in what it has 
to offer for money as he or she 
would be if checking out a 
school for a child or a holiday 
hotel. 

Loneliness can be very 
damaging to morale and 


therefore sitting rooms and 
lounges with or without TV and 
radio are vital. A garden, too, of- 
fers obvious advantages when 
the weather is kind and if the 
summer months are ap- 
proaching then a walk in the 
garden noting tables, chairs and 
umbrellas will suggest the en- 
joyable possibility of tea, coffee, 
wheelchair trips or gentle walks 
in the open air. 

Careful note must be taken if 
patients or residents appear 
happy; what is the attitude of 
members of the staff to those in 
their charge — is it friendly or 
abrupt? Is there a smell as soon 
as you enter the home — if there 
is then go no further, just turn, 
around and depart! 

A caring family pays its 
money and takes its pick when 
choosing a care home. But 
several premises should always 
be visited before a choice is 
made. Inspect, ask questions 
and evaluate with the aid of the 
nose, eyes and ears. If it's go- 
ing to be home for mother, 
father or another relative then 
surely only the very best is good 
enough. 

Caring is now big business in 
Britain and we must get it right 
for the dignity of the elderly 
within our population and for the 
peace of mind of their families. 

It is a gargantuan task. In the 
first instance the "cowboy" 
must be exorcised through a 
combination of a strict national 
inspectorate ensuring a con- 
sistency of standard plus self in- 
spection as already carried out 
by the Registered Nursing Home 
Association. Families must also 
be educated into demanding a 
quality of care to which their 
elderly relatives are entitled as 
a right. 


Berkshire Funeral 
Services 

Private Chapels, 24 Hours Service, Private Hire Cars. 

Also available: 

MONUMENTAL MASON 

Personal, caring service 

67 St. Mark’s Road, Maidenhead 
Berks S16 6DP 
Telephone: 0628 777899 
Under the personal attention of 
Alan Cattermole 



A view of the exterior at Holtwood Rest Home 

A small luxury Country Residence for the retired. We are situated 4 x h miles West of Newbury, quietly 
nestling in 27 acres of beautiful English countryside in an area of outstanding natural beauty. 

Our home, is rather unique the small purpose built complex for the elderly has been converted from 
traditional 19th century granary buildings all of which have retained their character. 

Holtwood Rest Home is owned and personally supervised by Michael and Mary Brown R.G.N. N.D.N. 
Cert, who have lived in the newbury area for many years. 

Small is beautiful. Holtwood has been designed to create a home from home environment for our guests 
whether visiting us on a short term basis, or making a permanent home with us. Our main aim is to care 
for our guests in every possible way while at the same time the individuals privacy is always respected. 
Fully qualified nursing staff are on hand 24 hours a day. 

Home from home each of the six rooms are individually designed to a high standard and each with its 
own bathroom en suite. All rooms have a nurse call system, colour television with remote control and 
telephone. An additional feature is a bathroom incorporating a Heatsons Spa Physio Bath. We have set 
out to achieve a high standard of cuisine at Holtwood. Dietary needs are well catered for. 



Just one of our beautiful interiors 

It is difficult to put CARE into words, but we feel sure that once you have visited Holtwood and received 
its warm welcome you will want to stay. For futher information or to arrange a visit please call Michael 
or Mary Brown on Highclere (0635) 254844. 

HOLTWOOD REST HOME, HAMSTEAD MARSHALL 
Nr NEWBURY, BERKSHIRE, RG15 0JH 


TRACY NURSING 
HOME 

MEMBER REGISTERED 
NURSING HOME 
ASSOCIATION 

GENERAL MEDICAL & 

CONVALESCENT IN A HOMELY, 

CARING ATMOSPHERE 


Fully trained staff in attendance day 
and night. 

Central heating, good food, H/C and 
colour TV in all rooms. Single or dou- 
ble rooms. Day room. Lift. Pleasant 
gardens 

Registered by Oxfordshire Health Authority 
Personal attention of Matron S.D. 
Wilkinson SRN. SCM 

24/26 Broughton Road, Banbury, Oxon 

BANBURY 6253! 


The South Bucks Myalgic 
Encephalomyelitis Link 
Group 

Present 

High Wycombe Music 
Centre Senior Wind 
Band 

(Conductor Trevor Steventon) 
at 

Christ Church 
Flackwell Heath 

Wednesday 28th March 
7.30 p.m. 

TICKETS: 

Gregory's Travel 
Bourne End 

Tel: 810008 
or at the door 


Telephone: 


NURSES PLEASE HELP 

Can you spare even a few hours per week to help someone in 
need locally? 

Hours to suit. Good rates of pay. 

Telephone and care useful. 

British Nursing Association 
OXFORD (0865) 245201 
READING (0734) 586492 
HIGH WYCOMBE (0494) 35025 
SWIMDQN (0793) 542202 
CHELTENHAM (0242) 577818 


The British nursing Association 
Licensed by Local Authorities 



IIMTER-COUNTRY NURSING SERVICES 
Slough 0753 662298 
I Beaconsfield (0494) 677118 


Nurses of all grades for . . . 

• HOME CARE 

• HOSPITAL 

• INDUSTRY 

• NURSING HOME 

EXCELLENT EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES 

90 High St, Burnham, Bucks SL1 7JZ 
Telephone: (0628) 665271 

Licensed by Local Authorities and Department of Employment 


Count on us to care . . . dav and niaht 



FAIRDALE HOUSE 

2 Third Acre Rise off Eynsham Road, 

Botley, Oxon OX2 9DA. 

Small private rest home for elderly 
Oxfordshire County Council registered. 

★ 1 Vi miles from Oxford city centre ★ home from home 

★ 24 hour's professional care ★ fully centrally heated 

★ lovely gardens ★ all amenities are available ★ hair 
dresser and chiropodist available ★ short or long stay. 

For further details telephone: 

Mrs Harrison (SRN) on: 

OXFORD (0865) 864621 


Country View 

Registered Rest Home 

A small country residence for the retired person. Short 
or long stay are welcomed. 

Residents are encouraged to be as independent as 
possible. 

Room with private facilities, tastefully decorated with 
comfort in mind. Caring family atmosphere. Highly 
trained staff on duty 24 hours per day. 

To arrange a visit 

Tel: Chesham (0494) 782263 


ALZHEIMER’S DISEASE 

We are a Registered Nursing Home, 
specialising in the tranquiliser-free care 
of patients with Alzheimer's disease. We 
have a resident doctor, qualified and ex- 
perienced staff, .large gardens and 
grounds, and beautiful views. If you are 
interested in long term, or respite care, 
contact George Tuthill, who will be 
pleased to show you around. 

Wardington House Nursing Home 

near Banbury, Oxon 0X17 ISO 

Tel: 0295 750513 


THE NEWBURY DALECARE 

STOCKCROSS, NEWBURY, BERKSHIRE 
Telephone: BOXFORD (0488) 38 632 



The Nursing Home with the country hotel atmosphere. 

Associated Nursing Services PLC, one of the major providers of health care for 

the elderly in the UK offer at the NEWBURY DALECARE nursing home in 

Stockcross. 

• High standard of invidiaully oriented Nursing Care in the most modern and 
relaxed surroundings. 

• Medical cover provided by the local GP and services of a physiotherapist, 
chiropodist, and hairdressers are all readily available. 

• We provide a varied menu and all dietary needs can be catered for. 

• Most rooms are single but we do have some rooms available for sharing. 
All rooms are decorated to hotel standards and are linked to a nurse call 
system, have TV points and en-suite facilities. 

• We apprecite that our home becomes the patient's home so we provide am- 
ple space in the bedrooms for the individuals to introduce their personal 
possessions. 

• Day Care Facilities available, full details on request. 

• Visits are always welcome and are not restricted to any times. 

• Should you require: A convalescent stay, post hospital discharge or just to 
provide a break for the people who look after you all year round, or a long 
term stay, contact Alan Boyd (Manager). 

To the Manager, The Newbury Dalecare 
Stockcross, Newbury, Berkshire. Tel: Boxford (0488) 38 632 
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FAITH IN THE CITY 


SUNDERLAND 



Want to know how you can help? Then meet a 

Man with connections 



A FRIEND of mine who is vicar 
of a northern parish was walk- 
ing along a street in his parish. 
The fact that he was wearing a 
cassock attracted the attention of 
two little girls. One was heard 
to say: “What’s that?”, pointing 
in the direction of my friend. 
“It’s a vicar”, replied the other 
little girl. Not satisfied, the first 
little girl asked:- “But what does 
he do?” To which her friend 
replied: “Don’t be silly. He 
doesn’t do anything; he’s a 
vicar.” 

Such are the confusions and 
misunderstandings to which the 
clerical profession are prone. 
The same confusion may arise 
in relation to a task I was asked 
to take on shortly after moving 
from Sunderland three years ago 
— where I had been vicar of a 
parish for eleven years — to my 
present incumbency of All 
Saints, Ded worth. 

The task was that of suc- 
ceeding David Wainwright as 
Faith in the City (FITC) Link 
Officer for the Oxford Diocese. 
Given the size of the Diocese 
you may not have realised that 
it has a Link Officer, but even 
if you did you may still echo that 
little girl’s question and wonder 
what he does. 

Basically, as the name in- 
dicates, it means being a kind of 


telephone exchange; putting 
people in touch with each other 
on matters arising from the Faith 
in the City, report; encouraging 
parishes to respond to the 
challenges for ministry and 
community posed by the report 
and keeping the Diocese in- 
formed about developments tak- 
ing place nationally under the 
guidance of the Archbishop’s 
Officer on Urban Priority 
Areas. 

Fortunately, I am not alone in 
trying to do these things. I am 
a member of the Bishop's Coun- 
cil’s FITC Group. Established 
immediately after the publica- 
tion of the report of the 
Archbishop’s Commission, its 
aim is to explore with Diocesan 
agencies the implications of the 
report in their areas of concern, 
and to encourage and support 
local initiatives in response to 
the report such as inter-parish 
links and local community 
projects. 

It is remarkable, especially for 
a Church report, that after four 
years FITC is still on the 
Church’s agenda’ It is part of 
my job, and that of the group, to 
keep it there in the parishes and 
deaneries of this diocese, par- 
ticularly at a time when the 
major fund raising for the 


Church Urban Fund is drawing 
to a close. 

Another aspect of the work is 
liaising with the project in 
Sunderland supported jointly by 
the Wearside Council of Chur- 
ches and our own Diocese. This 
has got off to a promising start 
with the appointment last year of 
Ruth Burgess as the project’s 
programme director. The 
DOOR will carry news of the 
project as it develops. 

I should also point out that if 
anyone from the Oxford Diocese 
or any group wishes to visit 
Sunderland, it is important that 
they should get in touch with me 
first so that some background in- 
formation on Sunderland and the 
project can be given. 

When Faith in the City was 
first published I must have been 
only one of many who wel- 
comed it not just for what it said 
about the challenge to both 
Church and nation presented by 
the issues of poverty and 
powerlessness, but because it 
also encouraged a style of 
ministry which some churches at 
least were searching after. This 
is why the report still has a great 
deal to say to all parishes in 
“comfortable Britain” as well 


as Urban Priority Areas. 

With its suggestion that a 
church should be local, outward- 
looking and willing to par- 
ticipate in the life of its 
neighbourhood it pointed to 
ways in which a church could 
actually become the church of its 
parish. In this sense FITC is a 
mission document. 

As we enter the Decade of 
Evangelism it could provide a 
very useful basis for any church 
seeking to discover what should 
be its response to God’s mission 
in its community and to plan its 
evangelistic activity accor- 
dingly. 

For example, why not carry 
out the kind of mission audit 
recommended in the report as a 
preparation for evangelism? The 
FITC group in the Diocese will - 
be glad to offer help or advice. 
And if you want any help on any 
of the issues I have mentioned 
or have any stories to pass on 
about what your church has been 
doing as a result of FITC I 
would be pleased to hear from 
you. 

Peter Atkinson 
Oxford Diocesan FITC 
Link Officer 

3 Pierson Road, Windsor, Berks. 
SL4 5RJ. Tel: 0753 864591. 


YOUNG DOOR 


Lasting images 

A PARTY of 18 people from Abingdon, Burnham and Chal- 
font St Peter recently visited Sunderland, the Oxford Diocese’s 
link parish. Travelling in minibuses they stayed in church halls, 
using as a base the ancient church of St Peter’s Monkwear- 
mouth, which has a disused shipyard at the edge of its grounds. 

Their welcome was a warm one, and an all-day scavenger hunt 
with mixed Sunderland/Oxford Diocese teams meant that 
the visitors saw the city through ‘local’ eyes, and were able to 
have an insight into the community spirit of the area as well 
as its deprivation and decline. 

A lasting image was that of the ‘bunker’ church of St Bede’s 
at Town End Farm, which was covered in barbed wire, broken 
glass and security devices. 

Despite that, there was a strong feeling that the Sunderland 
churches are growing and are not afraid of change. Plans for 
an early return visit are underway. 

Mark Ringer 


Photos: Stefano Cagnoni 

■ ■ IaM 

TinT 

Journey that’s 


worth making 


THE Oxford/Sunderland Link 
Group continues to look at ways 
of making it possible for people 
on the other side of the North/ 
South divide to explore and 
understand each others needs 
and lives. 

Since January 1989, I have 
been working in Monkwear- 
mouth in Sunderland. Very 
much a newcomer to the North- 
East, I have been slowly listen- 
ing to what life here is about. 

Monkwearmouth is a district 
of Sunderland (total population 

Monwearmouth is a district of 
Sunderland (total population 
300,000) that borders on the 
mouth of the River Wear. It is 
a mixture of private and coun- 
cil housing, consisting of terrac- 
ed houses and cottages, tower 
blocks and maisonettes, and it is 
serviced by a shopping street, a 
health centre, a community cen- 
tre, a primary school, a nursery, 
a number of churches and a foot- 
ball ground. It also borders the 
North Dock and the North 
Sands, and sites due to be 
redeveloped by the Tyne and 
Wear Development Corpora- 
tion. 

Recently, the local churches 
began to undertake an audit of 
the area, attempting to discover 
the issues that local people con- 
sider important. A public 
meeting highlighted traffic pat- 
terns that disrupt housing and 
shopping needs, conflicting 
needs of dogs and children for 
grassed areas, local unemploy- 
ment and the proposed housing 
and leisure development of the 
North Docks. 

Also wanting "consultation 


with the local people’ are the 
Tyne and Wear Development 
Corporation, and over the 
months it has become clear that 
because the Corporation has no 
mechanisms for listening to local 
voices, it is willing to fund local 
community projects that will act 
as a go-between. 

The local churches are not 
sure whether they want to play 
"piggy in the middle’. Remain- 
ing neutral, however, is not easy 
so negotiations continue, 
dialogues with interested bodies 
proceed, pilot studies are 
proposed. 

We might end up with a drop- 
in centre on the shopping street 
where local people can get ad- 
vice about the availability of jobs 
within the development. We 
might get a local monitoring 
group that can advise developers 
of local feelings and needs and 
check up that the Corporation is 
keeping its promises about local 
consultation, and sites contain- 
ing a mixture of housing provi- 
sion (i.e. a price-mix and an 
ownership/rent mix.) 

We might even end up 
confirming the local belief that 
whatever we say, they’ll do 
what they like. Wherever we 
end up, however, it is a journey 
worth exploring. 

Ruth Burgess 

Ruth is Progamme Director for the 
Benedict Biscop Centre based in St 
Peter's Church, Sunderland in an 
area where there is 30 per cent 
unemployment and great deprivation 
... In 1985 the Oxford Diocesan 
Synod decided to contribute £20,000 
a year for five years towards the pro- 
ject via the Church Urban Fund . 


NOW OPEN ... NOW OPEN ... NOW OPEN 

HAMMOND AND JONES 


FISHING TACKLE SHOP 


Suppliers of sea 

★ If not in stock 
we will supply it 
24 hours ★ 

Telephone: 
(0295) 268773 


fishing, fresh water and fly fishing 
tackle 



Pop in 
for advice 

9A Cromwell Road 
Banbury, Oxon 
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Voting for 

our Church’s 
future 


WOMEN'S WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 


New hope for the Czechs: 
and a challenge to us 

This year's Women's World Day of Prayer Service (March 
2) has been planned by the Czech WWDP Committee. 

Alena Warburton (nee StarostovS) is a vicar's wife living 
in Great Chesham. She was born in Prague, and lived 
there until 1968, so her hopeful view of Czechoslovakia's 
winter "spring" is a very personal one. 


TOWARDS the beginning of 
1989 a friend said to me as we 
discussed the implications of the 
then promising events in China: 
"Czechoslovakia next!" 

At the time I regarded it as a 
well-meaning but wildly opti- 
mistic remark. "Any political 
change" (I thought) "will be 
very slow and gradual; no sud- 
den miracles!" 

As I watched the news over 
the past days, the unbelievable, 
the miraculous has happened! 
Barbed wire needed to keep 
people in the communist 
^paradise cut down! The Berlin 


Wall demolished (a friend 
brought me a bit the other day), 
and, more importantly, the end 
of years of fears and lies. 

I would ring up Prague each 
evening to find out the results of 
the day’s demonstration, the 
speed of events making conver- 
sation almost incoherent. Sud- 
den unexpected freedom is 
wonderfully ‘heady’! As I write 
this, even the Soviet Union is 
experiencing its own "Moscow 
Spring". 

I have been particularly proud 
of the cheerfulness, the good 
nature and the absence of 


revenge in the Prague revolu- 
tion. Only a ‘gleeful mischief, 
and a proper ‘Good Soldier 
Schweik’ attitude to authority, 
pomp and circumstance. It was 
illustrated by one of our friends 
who knows President Vaclav 
Havel. On being elected to the 
Presidency, Havel had a look at 
the Presidential library in 
Hradcany (Prague Castle), and 
was disappointed with the selec- 
tion. The friend, who is a book- 
shop manager, was asked to pro- 
vide a better selection of books. 
On the day of the inauguration, 
our friend’s battered Trabant, 
loaded high with books, was the 
final car in the Presidential 
motorcade! 

No compromise 

So what of the future? It is 
vital to remember that the 
revolution sweeping the Com- 
munist countries could have 
happened only because in the 
years of darkness, repression 
and fear there were those who 
refused to compromise and live 
the lies; those who dared to 
speak out, act the truth and take 
the consequences — social 
disgrace, loss of education, job, 
and personal freedom and even 
life. 

Vaclav Havel, our poet- 
president, set the mood for the 
winter "spring" when in 
October he wrote: "I inhabit a 
system in which words can 
prove mightier than ten military 
divisions". Will we see that 
philosophy adopted right across 
Europe? 


What can we in the Oxford 
Diocese do to help, particularly 
as one of our "Partners" from 
the Oxford Partners in Mission 
at the beginning of the 1980s, 
Pavel Javornicky, is a pastor in 
Prague? 

Urgent need 

The Christian Church has ad- 
mittedly more to learn from our 
brethren in the East in terms of 
spirituality, but we do enjoy rich 
material resources. There is an 
urgent need for theological 
training. In Czechoslovakia for 
instance, the Roman Catholic 
Church was allowed to train 
only 11 or 12 people for the 
priesthood each year, when hun- 
dreds were needed. The 
Evangelical Church has a 
similar need. 

With the demise of Marxism, 
there is an immense spiritual 
vacuum into which unscrupu- 
lous people are already moving. 
It is my hope that we may soon 
see a Bible College established 
in Central Europe. Perhaps for 
starters some form of scholar- 
ship could be established, that 
would enable people from the 
Eastern bloc to come and study 
at Bible or Theological College. 

Now that Czechoslovakia and 
other Communist countries have 
entered a new phase of their 
history, Jesus’ words to his 
disciples "You shall know the 
truth and the truth shall set you 
free", present a new challenge, 
not only for the East, but for us 
in the West. 


1990 could be a year of crisis for 
the Church of England — of 
choice, of judgement, of danger 
as well as of opportunity for its 
members. 

This is also the year we com- 
pletely revise our church Elec- 
toral Rolls and from our PCC 
annual meetings elect Deanery 
Synod representatives who then 
become the electorate for the 
autumn elections to the General 
Synod. 

It is members of the General 
Synod who in the next five years 
will have to make important 
decisions about the ordination of 
women to the priesthood, about 
the right approach to worship 
and about mission in this Decade 
of Evangelism. 

• All Anglicans can and should 
be involved by being enrolled as 
as members of the Church of 
England. To do this, you will 
need to apply to be on your 
church’s Electoral Roll which 
must he completed in every 
parish two weeks before the 
Annual Parochial Church 
Meeting. The meeting must 
have taken place by May 1. 

• Make sure you attend the 
Annual Parish Meeting where 
Electoral Roll members will 
choose who is to represent them 
on the Deanery Synod for the 
next three years. Who will go 
for us? Mrs N "because she’s 
always free on Thursdays"? Mr 
P because "he always had 
done"? The Deanery Synod 
needs people who will attend, 
listen, learn and speak for the 


good of the WHOLE of God’s 
Church. 

• Every Deanery Synod 
member is an elector for 
members of General Synod, and 
not later than July 19, 1990 they 
will be notified of the Election 
timetable and invited to submit 
a nomination not later than 
September 3. Who will be 
nominated? How many women? 
Black Anglicans? Young 
Anglicans? Active or retired 
Anglicans? 

Ask yourself: "Should I 
stand?" Consult your friends; 
find out who else is standing, 
and if you do stand make sure 
you are proposed and seconded 
by people well-known through- 
out the diocese. 

• The ballot papers for election 
to the General Synod will be 
sent out by the Diocese on 
September 13, and must be 
returned by October 4. Whom 
should you vote for? Read the 
election addresses. Ask their 
proposers why they nominated 
them. And don’t put off voting 
or lose the ballot papers. 

Not to vote is to betray the 
responsibility given to you as a 
Deanery Synod representative 
by those you represent. Vote 
prayerfully, bearing in mind that 
what the General Synod needs 
is people who want the best for 
the Church of England as a 
whole, working to keep it as the 
spiritual base for all its very dif- 
ferent members. 


Wanted: a co-ordinator 

CHRISTIAN Concern for One World, an ecumenical body 
working closely with the Oxford Diocese, is looking for a full- 
time co-ordinator to promote development education among the 
churches within the three counties. 

It is hoped that the co-ordinator will stimulate concern and 
commitment among Christians about third world issues, besides 
supporting local church activites and liaising with other develop- 
ment agencies such as Christian Aid and the missions. Another 
important aspect of his work will be increasing support for these 
agencies through the One Per Cent appeal. 

CCOW is looking for a Christian co-ordinator who is a good 
administrator as well as a good communicator, and an enthusiast 
for development issues and their Christian context. Details from 
CCOW, Diocesan Church House, North Hinksey, Oxford 0X2 
ONB or from the Revd Susan Cole-King on Clifton Hampden 
(086 730) 7911. 
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Short breaks or Longer stays 
at 

Elizabeth’s 
Friendly Guest 
House 

Close to harbour and beach. 

Situated in Old Town. 

Bed and Breakfast £10.00. 
Evening Meal optional. 

OPEN ALL YEAR 
Children and pets welcome 
For further derails: 

(0723) 363738 
13 PRINCESS STREET 
SCARBOROUGH 


Bob & Ann White 

Oxfordshire 
Narrowboafs Ud 

Tel: Steeple Aston 
(0869) 40348 

• SUPERB MODERN N ARROW BOATS FOR 
HIRE: 2 lo 12 berth with more space than most hire 
boats. Well maintained and cleaned to our high stan- 
dards. Our boats have many extra features including 
efficient radiator central heating which make them 
ideal for all year round cruising. 

Open 7 days a week to 5pm 

Please come and inspect our boats 
at Canal Wharf, Station Road, Lower 
Heyford, Oxon, 0X5 3RD — Bridge 
206 on the South Oxford Canal. 


HOLIDAYS AT REALISTIC PRICES 


(Summer season May-Oct 1990) 

The Algarve, Portugal 

FROM £169.00 - 7 days 

Tenerife, Canary Islands 
FROM £189.00 - 7 days 
French Riveria, France 
FROM £235.00 - 7 days 

Florida, USA 

FROM £429.00 - 14 days 

Also available: Flight only — ideal for villa owners, 
car hire, travel insurance and reductions for children. 

CONTACT LINKS LEISURE 0753 680177 

(Retail agents for AT0L 1939) 


£219.00 - 14 days 
£235.00 - 14 days 
£297.00 — 14 days 
£639.00 - 21 days 


Jersey Leisure Holidays 

JERSEY 

Fly from Luton, Heathrow or 
Southampton Airports. 

7 nights fully inclusive from 

ONLY £199 

Spring Specials, Easter Breaks 
Hotels, Guest Houses, Camping 
Good availability all year 
CALL NOW: 

0908 271727 


COTSWOLDS 

Whether you are planning an outing 
or holiday, we can help you. Only 4 
miles from Bourton-on-the-Water yet 
in quiet village. Lunches or tea for 
coach parties. Easy parking. Also 
B&B + EM. Three day bargain 
breaks until Easter. 

Tony & Hazel Gibson, Cotswold 
View Guesthouse, Nether 
Westcote, Kingham, 0X7 6SD. 
Tel: Shipton-under-Wychwood 
830699 


Worcester, 

Malvern 

1 6th Century Country House 

in beautiful countryside. 

ETB 2 crowns. 

Licensed. Sauna, jacuzzi. Dogs 
welcome. Inclusive weekend rates, 
children's reductions. 

ANN PORTER 
Croft Guest House 
Bransford, Worcester 
Phone: (0886) 32227 


SUMMER HOLIDAYS 
FRANCE & SPAIN 

MAY THROUGH TO OCTOBER 

Luxury mobile homes. Mediterranean coast, swimming pools, 
restaurant, supermarket etc. Ferries — Flights and Insurance 
arranged. 

Also Mobile Home Sales Abroad. 

For details: 

TRECARESE HOLIDAYS 
TEL: (0865) 820165 (24 Hour Answerphone) 


FLUXTON FARM 


AA LISTED 

ASHLEY COURTENAY 
RECOMMENDED 


For brochure: 

Ann & Maurice Forth 
Fluxton Farm, Ottery St Mary 
Devon, EX11 1RJ. 

Tel: (040-481) 2818 


Charming 16th Century 
Farmhouse. Set in lovely Otter 
Valley, four miles from beach 
at Sidmouth. Two acres of 
beautiful gardens with stream 
and trout pond. 

Log fires. Beamed candlelit 
dining room, central heating, 
terasmade, two lounges, one 
non-smoking. Most rooms en- 
suite. Licensed. Excellent food 
using local fresh produce. 



OVERSEAS 

PROPERTY 

Are you looking for a holiday or 
retirement home in the ALGARVE? 
Then contact the specialists, SK 
PROPERTIES. 

We pffer a large range of villas, far- 
mhouses and plots of land in peaceful 
rural or coastal locations and cater 
for all price ranges, from £10,000 to 
£370,000. We also have a portfolio 
Of investment properties, develop- 
ment land and businesses. 

For a personal service and friend- 
ly advice, contact SUSAN or 
KEITH PHILLIPS. 

Tel/Fax: 0706 830098 (24 hours) 

STOP PRESS: We will shortly be of- 
fering properties for sale in SPAIN, 
FRANCE and FLORIDA — please 
telephone for further details. 


SICK PAY 
PROBLEMS? 

If you are sick — 
who pays the bills 

Protect your families income, 
join our sickness benefit 
scheme from only £1 .62 per 
week (age 40), provides 
£100 weekly when sick. 
For details write to: 

ANCIENT ORDER OF 
FORESTERS 

FREEPOST 51 HILL 
AVENUE 
AMERSHAM 
BUCKS HP6 5BR 
or Tel: (0494) 433604 
Member of LAUTRO 


KINGS ORCHARD 
CARAVAN PARK 

Large, self-catering caravans. All have own toilets and showers. Small, secluded, sunny 
site in the Wye Valley, near Monmouth, South Wales. Pets welcome. 

Details: (0600) 4186 


ST IVES HOLIDAY HOMES 

CARBIS BAY HOLIDAY VILLABE 

CARBIS BAY, ST IVES, CORNWALL 

Self catering accommodation luxury bungalows sleeping up to 6 people. Fully 
equipped to a very high standard. 

CARAVANS 4 and 6 berth, all caravans have own shower and WC, fully equipped 
with colour TV, on site facilities include swimming pool, bar, shops, children's 
play area, etc. 

For a brochure/details contact: Valerie Cox, St Ives Holiday 
Homes, Laity Lane, St Ives, Cornwall 
or telephone: 0736 798151. 


EXMOUTH, DEVON CUFFS 

Super luxury 2/3 bedroomed caravans, also super 
deluxe 12ft wide luxury caravans. 

★ Every comfort 
★ Free Entertainment/Pools 
★ Beautiful Site/Beaches 

Various Discounts Available. 

Bargain Breaks Off Peak. 

Tel: 0395 273140 or 
0932 244265 (Visa/ Access) 
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San Salvador: an 
inspiration from 
daily struggle 


THE changes that have taken 
place in Eastern Europe, 
welcome though they are, have 
to some distracted attention from 
what has been happening in 
Central America. 

El Salvador, in particular has 
been the scene of bloody 
fighting in recent months and the 
civilian death toll has been high. 
Church sources there speak of 
the churches being under siege 
by the military and numerous 
church workers, and employees 
have been arrested or have 
“disappeared”. 

Symbolic of this suffering 
were the brutal murders of six 
Jesuit priests, their housekeeper 
and her young daughter. Their 
deaths were commemorated at a 
moving ecumenical service in 
the University Church of St 
Mary the Virgin when the ad- 
dress was given by Father 
Michael Campbell-Johnston, 
S.J. 

St Mary’s was a most ap- 
propriate choice, because the six 
priests included the Rector and 
Vice-Rector of the Central 
American University, together 
with its Professor of Theology 
and Professor of Sociology. But 
the priests were not murdered 
for their intellectual qualities but 
because in Puebla in 1979, the 
Roman Catholic Church in Cen- 
tral America adopted the 
“preferential option for the 
poor”. 

In that sense, given the pre- 
sent political and economic 


situation in Central America the 
deaths of the six priests became 
as inevitable as the deaths of 
sorrte 40,000 other civilians in 
El Salvador since 1980 — all of 
whom were easy, unarmed 
targets for the aptly-termed 
“death squads”. 

For most people in El 
Salvador, life is a daily struggle 
against poverty, landlessness 
and ill health. Any attempts to 
change the situation have been 
met with massive repression. 
None of this horror, however, 
has stilled the Christians of what 
are called the ‘Base Christian 
Communities’ who are working 
with other groups to combat 
poverty and to create a more just 
society in the light of their study 
of the Gospels. 

The Base Communities have 
been described as “the building 
blocks in the Church of the 
poor’ ’ ... In them small groups 
meet for Bible study, discussion 
and worship, seeing their own 
history in the context of the 
Gospels which for them are not 
just stories from history but liv- 
ing examples of other people’s 
lives. The refugees and war- 
displaced can understand the 
story of the flight from Egypt — 
it is alive in them. 

So when we read of the 
savagery and suffering that is 
being inflicted upon the poor in 
El Salvador and other countries 
in Central America, let us reflect 
on, and draw inspiration from 
their strength in adversity. 


As we pray for them in their 
struggle, I believe there is much 
that we “Rich Christians in an 
Age of Hunger” can learn from 
them that can help us in the task 
of proclaiming and working for 
the coming of the Kingdom, 
when justice and peace will be 
established over all the earth. 

David Morgan 
David Morgan lives in Wantage. 
He was the first co-ordinator of 
the Diocesan 1 % Appeal. The 
ecumenical network ‘ Church 
Action for Central America' 
publishes a thrice-yearly 
newsletter with a nominal 
subscription of £3 pa. Contact 
the Revd Peter West, 11 
Sulgrave Road, London W6 
7RD. 


Church Security 

NOT long ago one man admit- 
ted 408 thefts from churches. 
Church security is a growing 
problem. The sort of things 
stolen range from a wooden 
stool to priceless silver chalices. 
Church Security: a simple guide 
i$ a new booklet published by 
the Council for the Care of 
Churches, 83 London Wall, 
London EC2M 5NA. It is well 
worth 95p and is packed with 
useful advice and information 
such as how to make an inven- 
tory and there is no point in 
locking a window if you then 
leave the key hanging on a string 
besides it! 


Sharing his ministry 



Hospital ministry in Russia ws almost unheard of before Glasnost which is why the delegation 
from the Holy Russian Church led by Hiermonk Ioann Ekonomtsev (right) called at the 
John Radcliffe Hospital Chapel for a meeting with the Revd Canon John Barton (left) on 
their recent visit to Oxford. Canon Barton, who is also Rural Dean of Cowley and an 
Honorary Canon of Christ Church, has been Chaplain of the Radcliffe Infirmary and the 
John Radcliffe Hospital since 1972. He is retiring at the end of May though he will continue 
as Rural Dean. See also picture story on page 16. 

Photo: Courtesy of Oxford and County Newspapers 
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Guardian Court 
Middleton Road 
Banbury 


Luxury Private Retirement Apartments with One and Two Bedrooms 


FROM £59,500 


• Resident Warden 

• 24 hour emergency alarm system 

• Residents' lounge & guest suite 

• Gold Medallion central heating system 

• Landscaped grounds with summer house 

• Double glazing 

• Lift 


SHOW FLATS 
NOW OPEN ! 

Friday to Monday 
11am to 4pm 
Tel: 0295 271973 



FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 

JANET BLAY, GUARDIAN HOUSING ASSOCIATION. 
ANCHOR HOUSE. 269A BANBURY ROAD, 

OXFORD OX2 7HU TELEPHONE: (0865) 311711 


A COMMISSIONED OIL PAINTING 

SPECIALISTS IN OIL PAINTINGS * DAI WILLIAMSON 

Landscapes • Snowscapes • Pets • Ships • Houses • Old Masters 
Add a touch of luxury and elegance to your home 
For more information contact D. Williamson, Fish Pond Farm, Plaistow Green, Matlock, 
Derbyshire DE4 5GX. Telephone: Ambergate (0773) 857303 



HELP TURN THIS 
ENVELOPE INTO (ASH 


Are you able to spend a few hours collecting from homes in 
your neighbourhood? 

We urgently need volunteers in England and Wales, to help us 
during CHILDREN’S SOCIETY WEEK, APRIL 1-7. 

The Children’s Society has to find an extra £1 million to fund 
its work with children and young people in 1990 and this appea 
is one of our major sources of income. Your support is vital. 


The ChNdren's Society 

MAKING LIVES WORTH LIVING. 

A Voluntary Society Of The Church Of England And The Church In Wales 


Yes! I am over 16 years of age and willing to help with 
Childrens Society Week. Please let me have more information 


| NAME 


(MR, MRS, MISS, M/S, REVD.) 


ADDRESS 


POSTCODE 


Please send this coupon to The Children’s Society, Dept CSW1, Freepost, LONDON WC1X 0BR. 

I — — — I 
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YOUTH 

CO-ORDINATOR 


PARISH OF 

GERRARDS CROSS WITH FULMER 
in S.E. Bucks adjacent to M25/M40 

The PCC has made provision for the appointment of 
a full time YOUTH CO-ORDINATOR and is looking 
for a well qualified person who can offer theological 
resources and educational/training/youth leadership 
experience in a parish with an evangelical tradition. 

A house and car will be provided in addition to salary , 
expenses and appropriate pension arrangements. 

Full details from the Revd Norman Russell, 

The Rectory, Oxford Road, Gerrards Cross, SL9 7DJ. 


CASTLE ANTIQUES Ltd. 

JOHN & .JCDY VAUGHAN 


Arc now located at : 

Manor Farm 
Clifton 
Deddington 
Oxon 0X5 4PA - 
Tel 0869 38688 
38294 (evenings) 



^ountry ^o usins 


Employment Bureau 




HELP IN 
A CRISIS? 


Whether it's ... 

. . . Care of the elderly and/or infirm in their own home 
... or looking after children or pets 
... or even house sitting/caretaking whilst owners are 
away 

... try Country Cousins 

Our temporary, "in the home" caring service, 
established over 30 years, now has an office dedicated 
to serving this region. 

If you need help or would like to become a paid carer 
and utilise the skills you have gained raising your own 
family or caring for an elderly relative — 

THEN CONTACT US NOW 
0455 558858 (24 hour answering service) 
23a Church Street, Lutterworth, Leics LEI 7 


A GUIDE TO THE CHURCHES 
OF OXFORDSHIRE 

Jennifer Sherwood 
Illustrations by 
John Piper 



Order it from 
your Bookseller 

£6.95 

Oxfordshire Historic 
Churches Trust 


Michaet/ucgs 

Quality 


presents 

HIS SUPER SPRING RANGE 

You will find a quality range of quality shoe 
brands from England and Europe. 

FOR LADIES 

We offer Gabor, Lotus, Homles, Van'dal, 
Servas, Ecco, Romika 
PLUS: bags to match 

FOR MEN 

We offer Loakes, Rombah Wallace, Lotus, 
Ecco, Obermain. 

We choose our shoes for style, comfort and 
colour. We are also wide fitting specialists. 

MICHAEL LUCAS 
(Quality Footwear) 

8 Deans Court, Bicester, Oxon, 0X16 2XZ 


Learning about Christ the Light 



SOME 84 children from the 
three Sunday schools and three 
church schools in the Witney 
’ parish gathered for a 
‘Christingle weekend’. 

The Christingle service, at 
which gifts were made for the 
Children’s Society totalling £77, 
was preceded by* a weekend 
workshop. Pictured left, 
children are seen making 
banners — all on the theme of 
light. Other projects included 
the making of a cope incor- 
porating the Christingle and a ; 
dramatic reconstruction of the; 
Candlemass story of thei 
presentation of Christ at the: 
temple. 

“It was all about the' 
celebration of sharing — with 
each other and with the 
Children’s Society,’’ said the 
Vicar of East Witney, the Rev 
Andrew Hawken, who led the 
weekend together with Sunday 
School teachers and helpers. 

Photo: Peter Harris. 


Books from 
local authors 

BOOK StUll 


WE all need help with our 
developing relationship with 
God. How should we pray? 
What kind of picture can help 
us understand what God 
wants of us and how we might 
listen? 

Words of Wisdom (J. R. Books, 
£2.25) is a marvellous compilation 
of words, ideas and insights from 
Father Gilbert Shaw, a noted 
Anglican priest and spiritual 
director. 

Freda Collins has carefully ar- 
ranged Fr. Shaw’s sayings in 
thematic chapters. These include: 
discovering the love of God, becom- 
ing part of the Body of Christ, bear- 
ing the Cross, learning how to pray, 
and practising intercession and con- 
templation. This book is a gem and 
has invaluable insights into the prac- 
tising of the presence of God. 

Jenny King has gathered together 
meditations on the Book of Common 
Prayer, Collects and Holy Commu- 
nion in The Christian Year and 
Holy Communion (Stockwell 1989, 
£2.75). The reflections on Good 
Friday and Easter are particularly 
helpful. 

Does God love rich people in the 
same way as God loves poor people? 
What is the Eucharist an expression 
of? Does power reside with clergy 
or laity in the Church? These are 
some of the questions tackled in Our 
God has no Favourites. A Libera- 
tion Theology of the Eucharist, by 
Anne Primavesi and Jennifer 
Henderson (Bums and Oates 1989, 
£3.95). 

This book would provide an ex- 
cellent basis for a Lent study group 
or house group. The authors believe 
that we have lost sight of the original 
intention and inclusive love of Jesus. 
In particular, they are scandalised by 
lay people’s experience of being 
denied communion in other churches 


and the exclusion of women from the 
priesthood. 

elusion of women from the 
priesthood. 

The book is a radical cry of 
challenge to our attitudes towards 
women and inclusiveness focussed 
on the Eucharist. Every Christian 
content with the institutional Church 
ought to read this book! 

Let Lion Loose is a short book on 
the structure and the meaning of St 
Marks’s Gospel (Pater/Noster, 
£4.95) by John Sergeant. Commen- 
taries on the Gospels, that take each 
sentence and comment upon it, are 
much less popular than general 
books that comment upon the nature 
and shape, structure of each Gospel. 

This excellent book attempts to ex- 
plore the message of the Gospel 
from the structure. It’s a good read 
and many parish groups would 
benefit from using it. 

I haven’t (I confess!) read all the 
essays in Confession and Absolu- 
tion edited by Martin Dudley, Vicar 
of Owlsmoor and Dr Geoffrey • 
Rowell, Chaplain of Keble College, 
Oxford (SPCK, £9.95). 

The book is a comprehensive 
treatment of the theology and prac- 
tice of confession from its Biblical 
basis, tackled by Christians from 
Anglican, Orthodox and Roman 
Catholic traditions. 

It was particularly good to see an 
essay exploring the psychological 
perspectives of the practice of con- 
fession. I hope that this subject will 
continue to be discussed as we 
recover the importance of this 
discipline in our Christian lives. 

Jim Woodward 
The Revd Jim Woodward is 
Chaplain to the Bishop of 
Oxford. 


The distribution 
of The DOOR 

THE newspaper is delivered every month, using Clayton 
Transport in Bicester who have maintained an excellent record 
during our first year of publication. On one or two occasions, 
unknown to most people, they have saved the day for us — as 
communication with the 30 distributors to change arrangements 
would be extremely difficult. 

In their turn, the Deanery distributors have been able to do their work 
with just a few hiccups, and my thanks to everyone who forbears to 
telephone me with their problems unless they appear totally insoluble. 

Parishes are contacting me direct at times with changes in their re- 
quirements, which I then have to check back with the appropriate 
Deanery, to see whether they know about the change. It would be greatly 
appreciated if parishes would contact their Deanery distributor in the 
first instance, who will then be able to incorporate all the deanery changes 
into any change in the overall deanery numbers. 

Listed below are the Deanery distributors and their telephone numbers, 
should parishes not already know their names and how to contact them. 

DOOR distribution originally looked as though it might be the Achilles 
heel of the launch of the paper, but through the efforts of all concerned 
the distribution task appears to be running as smoothly as could be ex- 


pected. Thank you to everyone involved. 



Tim Russian , Distribution Organizer 

DEANERY DISTRIBUTORS; 


BERKSHIRE: 



Abingdon: 

Mr and Mrs Newman 

0865 863504 

Bracknell: 

Mr D. Mason 

0344 882599 

Bradfield: 

Mr H. Craig 

0734 744650 

Maidenhead: 

Mr R. Harvey 

0628 26370 

Newbury: 

Mr & Mrs House 

0635 46615 

Reading: 

Mr W. Balkwill 

0734 871498 

Sonning: 

Mr P. Teague 

0883 78991 1 

White Horse: 

Mr R. Gay 

03677 222 

Wantage: 

Miss M. Parfitt 

023559 200 

BUCKS: 



Amersham: 

Mrs Davis 

0494 782124 

Aylesbury: 

Mr P. Toynbee 

0844 237064 

Buckingham: 

Revd G. Bell 

0280 813178 

Burnham: 

Revd D. West 

0753 26369 

Claydon: 

Mr G. Rodwell 

0296 75348 

Milton Keynes: 

David Baxter Centre 



(leave message for 



Mrs D. Howell) 

0908 605655 

Mursley 

Mr A. Westlake 

0525 220474 

Newport Pagnell: 

Revd T. Bale 

023065 443 

Wendover: 

Mrs S. Furse 

0494 774885 

Wycombe: 

Mr B. Chamberlain 

0494 30320 

OXFORD: 



Aston: 

Mrs P. Burge 

086732 8689 

Bicester: 

Mr B. Lilley 

0869 242734 

Ch. Norton: 

Revd T. Curtis 

0608 2688 

Cowley: 

Mr K. Ranklin 

0865 779742 

Deddington: 

Revd M. Belham 

0295 53923 

Henley: 

Mrs P. Sherwood 

0491 572735 

Oxford: 

Mrs A. Hart 

0844 279621 

Witney: 

Revd R. Faulkner 

0993 812059 

Church Hse: 

Revd Richard Thomas 

0865 244566 


SOS 



$ Pki NT 

THE COMPLETE COMPUTER GRAPHIC 
DESIGN & UTHO PRINT SERVICE 

Would like ID congratulate Hildreth’s on their 
expansion and refurbishment and wish them 
much success fa the future 

KELVIN HOUSE . 1 TOTTERIDGE AVENUE 
HIGH WYCOMBE . BUCKS . HP13 6XG 
Telephone: (0494) 33833 Fax:(0494)446788 


HIRE A 
NEW CAR 

£79 weekly 
£17 Dally inclusive 

FREE DELIVERY AND COLLECTION 

SHORT TERM CORTRACT 

(Minimum three months) 

£49.96 weekly 

Enquiries welcome, telephone 

OXFORD (0065) 300310 
MINI DRIVE 
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The Door opens on: 


St Mary's, Marlow Bottom 


We're doing our own thing 



C OME with me to 
Marlow. You have 
probably heard of this 
attractive Thames-side town, 
and may even have a picture in 
your mind of our superb suspen- 
sion bridge, flanked on one side 
by the world famous five-star 
Compleat Angler Hotel, and on 
the other side by the towering 
spire of All Saints’ Church with 
its magnificent organ, high altar 
and side-chapels, choir stalls and 
unique pulpit and seating capaci- 
ty of upwards of 500. 

What you will almost certain- 
ly NOT have a picture of, is the 
other end of town — where in 
the middle of a modern building 
development with the unlovely 
name of Marlow Bottom there 
is another church dedicated to St 
Mary the Virgin. It will be 25 
years’ old in May, and has no 
spire, no pulpit, no choir stalls, 
and at a pinch we can pack in 
150 people. An altar, yes but it 
spends six days of the week hid- 
den behind sliding doors while 
our organ is only wheeled out on 
Sundays. 

If you visited the church on 
any weekday morning, you 
would find the playgroup in full 
swing. If you ventured there in 
the afternoon you might find a 
pre-natal class or a ladies’ keep- 
fit or a toddlers’ group. Early in 
the evening you might find 
brownies, beavers or cub scouts, 
and later still the guides or 
scouts. In all, 200 children must 
visit the building each week — 
most of them unaware that it is 
in fact a church. 

Until the mid-1970s we had 
our own priest-in-charge who 
organised all church business on 
our behalf. In those days all the 
young people in the Baden 
Powell organisations using the 
church were invited to come to 
a monthly Sunday Parade Ser- 
vice and join us in our regular 
Family Communion. They 
turned up in such large numbers, 
sat through the sermon and obe- 
diently came up. in hordes for a 
blessing at the altar call, that we 
wondered if brownie points 
were awarded for attendance! 

Though it was lovely to see 
them all in church, if you want 
the truth it was probably a bit 
boring for the little ones and a 
bit distracting for the regular 
communicants. So, when in the 
mid 1970s we lost our own 
priest-in-charge and the church 


committee began to organise 
most of the activities, a pastoral 
group was formed, and asked to 
put their heads together and 
think of a more suitable arrange- 
ment for the Parade Service. 

Now, we have a new system. 
On the second Sunday of each 
month we have Said instead of 
Sung Communion for the 
regular congregation. Then, at 
10. 15am, we have a service en- 
tirely planned, organised and 
carried out by the laity and 
specially geared to attract and 
interest young people. All the 
uniformed organisations parade 
outside the church with their 
banners, and the Lord has most 
kindly arranged that so far in the 
several years we have been do- 
ing this we have never yet had 
a pouring wet day. 

We follow a set form of ser- 
vice, usually led by a member 
of our pastoral group. Each 
month members of the different 
uniformed groups take it in turns 
to read the lessons and lead the 
prayers, which are kept very 
short and simple. We have 
hymns accompanied by our 
regular organist and we also 
have “Chorus Time’’, led by 
Roxanna and accompanied by 
Carol on her guitar. 

Both these young ladies are 
life-long members of our con- 
gregation, and they lead us in 
singing new modem choruses — 
sometimes with actions, some- 
times as rounds, but always with 
good swinging cheerful tunes. 

Then, if you look at the ser- 
vice sheet it says “Talk”, but 
you really have to be prepared 
for rather more. Each month 
there is a theme to the whole ser- 
vice. In January it was 
Epiphany, in February Church 
Unity, and so on through the 
year. Very often there is a short 
play. We don’t have time for 
such refinements as learning 
words and either we have a nar- 
rator, mime the action, or hide 
the script behind a book. 

Once, we even tried making 
up the words as we went along. 
Sometimes we do have a talk but 
we try very hard not to have 
anything that could be called a 
sermon. It’s more of a chat with 
audience participation, possibly 
with visual aids, often much 
laughter, and with luck a round 
of applause at the end. 

Our whole aim and object is 
to make the young people feel 


Church: A daughter church of 
All Saints’, Marlow. An unim- 
posing building “more like a 
church hall’’ in the middle of a 
modern building development 
opened in 1965. In the week 
used for playgroup, ante-natal 
classes, toddlers’ groups, keep- 
fit, brownies, scouts etc. 
Electoral Roll: 30. 

Sunday services: 9.30am Sung 
Family Communion. Second 
Sunday: Said Communion at 
9.30am and 10.15am Parade 
Service. 

Prayer Book: ASA Rite B. 
Hymn Books: Hymns Ancient 
and Modem, 100 Hymns for 
Today and Junior Songs of 
Praise. 

Organist: Douglas Veale. 
Sunday School: Members of 
the congregation take it in turn 
to run a small Sunday school for 
about six under tens. 

Other activities: Fellowship 
group meets weekly in different 
homes. Small Christian book 
lending library. Annual Christ- 
ingle Service, picnic, harvest 
supper, theatre outings and 
occasional social get togethers. 
The Bishop of Buckingham is 
coming for our 25th birthday 
Parade Sunday in May. 



Charlotte Bromwich (left) and Nina Langley, Marlow 
Bottom brownies, outside St Mary’s. Below: Parading 
outside the church. Photos: Ann Priest. 



welcome and to introduce them 
to the idea that the Church is 
alive and good fun and has 
relevance in their lives. We just 
hope that the message gets 
through. 

Last summer, we even held a 
pets’ service in the garden. 
Some of us were a bit nervous, 
but Sue, who is top of our bright 
ideas department and had 
thought up the whole thing, ac- 


cused us of being lacking in faith 
and said she would be responsi- 
ble. Being St Mary’s it was 
naturally a fine day, and 
miraculously the guinea pig held 
in the arms of a small cub did 
not escape and get molested by 
any of the dogs, and the cats 
stayed safely in their baskets. 

Though the stick insect and 
the goldfish were perhaps the 
only participants to cause no 
alarm, the whole thing was such 


a success that I have a worried 
feeling that it may become an 
annual event. 

The trouble is you see that we 
have been doing our own thing 
for so long now that we shall 
probably be the despair of any 
priest-in-charge when a new ap- 
pointment is made! 

Bridget White 
Bridget White is a farmer ’ s wife 
and secretary of the St Mary ’s 
Church Committee. 


Mothers 
Focus on * 
Zaire 

APRIL 5 is Focus On Zaire Day 
for the Oxford Mothers’ Union, 
when Bishop Philip Ridsdale 
and his wife. Deaconess Lucy, 
will visit Botley Church Hall, 
Oxford to talk about their recent 
visit to Boga-Zaire, 

Christianity came to the north- 
east comer of the Belgian Congo 
only at the turn of the century, 
brought by a Ugandan evangelist 
who climbed over the ‘Moun- 
tains of the Moon’ to found a 
church in a small, stragglirfe 
village called Boga. When he 
died in 1933 the Church Mis- 
sionary Society discovered a 
thriving Christian community 
which became the nucleus of the 
first Anglican diocese, Boga- 
Zaire. 

Philip Ridsdale became its 
first bishop, and there are now 
four dioceses there each with its 
own bishop. Mother’s Union 
members in Oxford Diocese are 
linked with two of them — 
Boga-Zaire and Kisangani. 

When the Bishops and their 
wives and the Mothers Union 
Diocesan presidents visited this 
Diocese during the time 4>f 
Lambeth 88, they were asked 
what they needed most, and 
their reply was training for the 
women to care for their families 
both materially and spiritually 
and a motorbike (‘pikipiki’ in 
their language) for the MU 
worker in Kinsangani to reach 
the scattered parishes. 

So M.U. members in the Ox- 
ford Diocese are aiming to raise 
funds over and above their 
essential giving to the Society’s 
work all over the world, to go 
towards the many needs of 
Boga-Zaire and Kinsangani. 
Speakers with excellent slides 
are available throughout the 
Diocese to talk about Zaire. ^ 

Maundy 

Eucharist 

To the Clergy of the Diocese, 
from the Bishop of Oxford: I 
am glad to invite you to take 
part in the annual Eucharist 
with the Blessing of the Oils on 
Maundy Thursday morning, 
April 12, 1990 at 11am in 
Christ Church Cathedral. 
This act of worship will in- 
clude the renewal of ordina- 
tion promises. 

This service has been revis- 
ed to incorporate material 
provided in the ASB for this 
occasion. Priests who wish to 
concelebrate and Deacons who 
wish to take part should bring 
their own alb or surplice and 
white stole. 

Please inform my Chaplain, 
the Reverend Jim Woodward 
at Diocesan Church House as 
soon as possible. Those who 
wish to take away some of the 
oils should bring empty stocks. 

I hope you will be able to be 
present. 


Join our 9 day quality holiday to the 
heartland of 3 great religions! 

Departing locally on 
May 16 £619 
Monday, Oct 22 £669 
Nov 1 £639 
Other dates available 

Since ancient times the land of Israel has fascinated and attracted people 
from all over the world. Birthplace of three great religions, the Jewish. 
Christian and Islamic, its sights are legendary. 

We are delighted to have arranged to show you the best of the country, old 
and new. in a holiday specially organised for readers by Titan HiTours. 

From the moment you depart locally to take your sclfeduled El A1 flight, 
you can relax with all arrangements taken care of. SoJoia us — at a price 
as magical as the places you will be experiencing, j 3 

• Local departures from and to your home area and returnjpobeduled flights from 
Manchester or Heathrow airports (according to area) $Tel Aviv and return. 

• Escorted throughout Israel by experienced Titan and Histouh. of Israel represen- 
tatives. 

• Full day tour of Old Jerusalem, ascent to the Mount of Olives for sensational 
views of the city, and sightseeing tour of Tel Aviv and the old port of Jaffa. 

• Visits to Nazareth, Bethlehem and the Gardens of Gethsemene. 

• Journey to the Dead Sea and boat ride*across the Sea of Galilee. 

• Cable ca* ride up to the fortress of Masada. 

All this and much more, staying in our specially selected four-star hotels, 
with nightly dinners and lavish buffet breakfasts. 




Invitation to the ^ 


ITS MAGIC AND ITS 




IM 


SEND FOR YOUR FREE 8 PAGE COLOUR 
TITAN TRAVEL, HITOURS HOUSE, 

46 SOMERSET ROAD, MEADVALE, 

REDHILL RH1 6LT * - r, 

TELEPHONE HOTLINE: 
' 0737 223 231 


Post code 

Tdcphone(Day 

Titan HiTours are fully bonded members of the Association of British 
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WHAT'S ON 


FEBRUARY 

MILTON KEYNES, Christ the 
Cornerstone. Thursdays during 
Lent, a series of nationally known 
speakers on “Visions for the 
Future”, 12.45pm then lunch at 
1.30pm. Wednesdays during Lent 
“Stepping Stones in Lent” a short 
service at 12.30 including a 15 
minute address then lunch at 1pm. 
Details 0908 663291. 

Tues 27. OLNEY, Parish church. 
Shriving Service with Bishop of Ox- 
ford. 12.15pm. Charity stalls in 
Market Place from 10am, Pancake 
Race starts 1 1 55am. Refreshments 
in John Newton Christian Centre. 

MARCH 

Sat 3, READING, St Paul’s Hall, 
Whitley Wood Lane. Men’s Break- 
fast “A Workman. Approved by 
God”. Speaker Revd Peter 
Downham, 8-9. 15am. Ring Fred 
Attwood 0734 876177 to reserve 
place. 

Sat 3. CHESHAM, Emmanuel 
Church. Broad St. Owlswick Wind 
Quartet concert at 8pm in aid of Gt 
Chesham Parish Building Project. 


Who’s Who 
in the 
Diocese 

The BISHOP of OXFORD 

The Rt Revd Richard Harries 
Diocesan Church House, 

North Hinksey, Oxford OX2 
ONB. Tel: Oxford (0865) 
244566. 

AREA BISHOPS AND 
ARCHDEACONS: 
BUCKINGHAMSHIRE: The 
Rt Revd Simon Burrows, 
Bishop of Buckingham, 
Sheridans, Grimms Hill, 

Great Missenden, Bucks, 

HP16 9BD. Tel: 024 062173. 
Archdeacon: The Ven John 
Morrison, 60 Wendover Road, 
Aylesbury, Bucks 
HP21 9LW. Tel: 0296 
23269. 

OXFORDSHIRE: The Rt 
Revd Anthony Russell, 

Bishop of Dorchester, 

Holmby House, Sibford 
Ferris, Banbury, Oxon OX15 
5RG. Archdeacon: The Ven 
Frank Weston, Christ 
Church,. Oxford, 0X1 1DP. 
Tel: 0865 276185. 
BERKSHIRE: The Rt Revd 
John Bone, Bishop of 
Reading, Greenbanks, Old 
Bath Road, Sonning, Reading 
*RG1 OSY. Tel: 0734 692187. 
Archdeacon: The Ven David 
Griffiths, 21 Wilderness 
Road, Earley, Reading, RG6 
2RU. Tel: 0734 663459. 


Mozart. Milhaud Joplin Sc Holst. 
Admission by programme from 
Perfect Pitch. Chesham or phone 
Marjorie Davies 0494 783034. 

Sat 3. OXFORD, St Giles, “Pic- 
tures from Exile for Lent” a lecture 
by Jean Lamb, Artist and 
Theologian. 12 noon. 

Sat 3-Thurs 15, OXFORD, St 
Giles. “Images for Lent” an exhibi- 
tion by Jean Lamb, noon to 2 pm 
‘ Mon-Fri. I -4pm Sat/Sun. Proceeds 
of sales to Church Restoration Fund. 
Tues 6. OXFORD, University 
Church of St Mary the Virgin. 
Newman Centenary. Ecumenical 
Service at 8.30pm. Preacher: The 
Archbishop of Canterbury. 

Wed 7. WOKINGHAM, All 
Saints' 7.30 for 8pm. Oxford Open 
Synod Group Seminar on “The 
Open Church — at Parish. Deanery 
Sc Diocesan Level”. Speakers in- 
clude Simon Brown, Rural Dean. 
Anne Faulkner. Parish Development 
Advisor, Janet Hodgson Diocesan 
Representative ofUSPG. Enquiries 
to Brian Bailey 0734 792999. 
Answerphone: 792797. 

Sat 10. OXFORD, St Stephen's 
House. “Jesus and his amazing 
Travelling Circus”. Children’s Day 
10am to 4.30pm. Activities, Proces- 
sion. Eucharist. Book via James 
Mather 0865 247874. £2 and creche 
lor under 5’s. 

Sat 10. READING, St Paul's hall. 
Whitley Wood Lane. Viewing from 
9am for Auction at 1 1 in aid of New 
Church Hall extension/kitchen. 

Sat 10. SLOUGH, Langley wood 
School, Langley Road. Music by 
Rhymney Silurian male Choir at 
7.30pm. Book via Mrs Green. 23 
Linden House. Common Rd. £5 
cheques payable to “St Mary’s 
Langley Restoration Appeal”. 

Tues 13. CHESHAM, St Mary's 
Church Rooms, Church St. ‘Lunch 
Break’ series, 12.30pm lunch £1.20, 
Children 30p, Creche. ‘‘Which Way 
is God?” Mrs Helen Macintosh, a 
Jewish Christian, will share her ex- 
periences. 

Thurs 15. OXFORD, Milham Ford 
School 10.15-3.45. “Families Fac- 
ing the Future” — a day conference 
chaired by the Bishop of Oxford and 
organised by the Diocese of Oxford 
Family Life and Marriage Group. 
Tickets still available. Further details 
from Anne Borrowdale, Board for 
Social Responsibility, Church 
House, North Hinksey, Oxford 0865 
244566. 

Sat 17. ELLESBOROUGH, St 
Peter & St Paul. Organ Recital by 
Dr C. Kent of Reading University 
on newly restored Bryceson Organ, 
with the Woburn Singers. £5 tickets 
from John Allsop, 96 Ellesborough 
Road, Wendover 02% 622380. Pro- 
ceeds to Organ Restoration Fund. 
Sat 17. TIDMARSH, St Laurence 
Church 7.30pm. The Philomela 
Singers will sing Byrd’s Four Part 
Mass within the Latin Eucharist for 
the Feast of St Patrick. 


Tues 20. OXFORD, Kidlington 
Education Ctr, Gosford Hill School. 
7.30pm. Details of Group Study 
Holidays to Russia (8-22 June £650) 
or phone Margaret Russell on Kidl- 
ington 2165. 

Thurs 22. MARLOW, All Saints 
Collegium Regale concert by Choral 
Scholars of Kings College. Cam- 
bridge at 8pm. Tickets £5 in aid of 
the Church Restoration Fund. 
Details Marlow 71610. 

Fri 23. READING, Leighton Park 
School, Shinfield Rd, 7pm. CRUSE 
Bereavement Lecture “Starting 
Again” by Baroness Ewart Biggs. 
Advance tickets only from CRUSE. 
125 Oxford Road. Reading 0734 
588133. £3 inc. coffee. £2 for 
members. 

Sat 24. MARLOW, All Saints 
Church Hall. Causeway Road. 
Easter Flower demonstration and 
snack lunch from 12-2pm. £2.50. 
proceeds to Church Restoration 
Fund. 

Sun 25. MILTON KEYNES, 

Newton Longville. St Faith s. 
Mother's Union 80th Birthday 
Thanksgiving Service at 3pm. 
Former members or their relations 
especially welcome. 

Tues 27. OXFORD, Jewish Centre, 
21 Richmond Road, Council of 
Christians and Jews talk by Rabbi 
Michael Hilton on “Parables” at 
8pm. 

Fri 30. BURNHAM, Slough. St 
Peter's Church. Bach Flute Sonatas 
at 7.30pm. William Bennett (Flute) 
Principal of English Chamber Or- 
chestra, Ian Watson (Harpsichord) 
Michie Bennett (Flute), John Heley 
(Cello) Principal Academy, St Mar- 
tin in the Fields. Advance tickets on- 
ly £5 (£3.50 concessions) from Mrs 
Ford 0753 20023. 

Sat 31. DEDWORTH, Nr Wind 
sor All Saints Church Centre Car 
Boot Sale 10am to 1pm in aid of 
Sight Savers'. Book via Ruth 0753 
869787. 

APRIL 

Sun 1st. KIRTLINGTON, St Mary 
the Virgin. Music for Lent and 
Passiontide at 6.30pm sung by local 
musicians. Thiman's “The Tempta- 
tions of Christ’. Bellm “I have a 
Dream”, Conductor Terence Lovett 
F.R.A.M Programmes 50p at door, 
or contact Mr Waring, Park Farm 
House, Banbury Rd, Kidlington 
2330. Collection for Kirtlington 
Roof Repair Fund Appeal. 

Thurs 5. OXFORD, Botley Church 
Hall, Mothers' Union Focus on 
Zaire Day 10.30am-3pm. Hear trom 
Bishop Philip Risdale & Deaconess 
Lucy about their visit to Zaire. Bring 
.& Buy, Coffee available. 

Fri 6-Sun 8. AYLESBURY, Green 
Park Youth Centre, Oxford 
Diocesan Youth Assembly 
SPRINGBOARD residential event 
for 16-25 year olds. £23.50 per per- 
son, apply to Chris Owen, Wyke 
House, Bulstrode Way, Gerrards 
Cross, Bucks SL9 7QU. 


Sat 7, STOKENCHURCH, 
St Peter Sc St Paul Church. 7.45pm 
St Cecilia Singers with Dennis Whit- 
worth (Bass) in a programme or light 
music, followed by Faure Requiem. 
£3.50 in aid of Church Extension 
Fund. Refreshments available. 

Wed 11. CHINNOR, St Andrew's 
Parish Church. The Brookside 
Singers present “Steiner's Crucifix- 
ion” at 7.30pm. Admission free, 
collection in aid of the restoration 
fund. Refreshments available. 

OUTSIDE THE DIOCESE 

Mar 30-Apr 1 BRISTOL, Trinity 
College, Annual Vocation Con- 
ference “Called to Serve” — for 
anyone wishing to face the challenge 
of serving God in a rapidly chang- 
ing world, whether overseas, in 
church ministry or in a secular 
sphere, £35 (unwaged £20). Details 
from Conference Registry. Stoke 
Hill, Bristol BS9. 

Wed 18-Sun 22. CHEDWORTH, 
St Andrew’s Church. The Pass- 
ing Players present Christopher 
Fry's “One Thing More or Caed- 
mon Construed” at 7.30pm in aid 
of the Church Urban Fund and the 
Star Centre for the Disabled. Details 
from John Visser 0285 652626. 
March 1-31. LONDON, St Paul s 
Cathedral Crypt. Exhibition on 
British Ecclesiastical Embroidery 
Today. Various lectures, details 
from Beryl Dean, 59 Thornhill 
Square. London Nl. 

Mon 5. LONDON, South American 
Missionary Soc. Seminar: “Trends 
in Anglican Mission in the 1990's 
and Beyond”. Details from Marie 
Walter. 01-261 1370. 

ADVANCE NOTICE 
July 6-8, WHITCHURCH, 
Aylesbury “Yellow Braces” Youth 
Festival of fun fellowship, explora- 
tion and sharing for any 12-16 year 
olds in the Diocese. Details from 
Church House, North Hinksey, Ox- 
ford OX2 ONB, Tel. 0865 244566. 

OTHER NOTICES 
1990 Helen House Calendars still 
available. Delightful animal illustra- 
tion by a Friend of Helen House who 
is a lire pensioner. Special half price 
offer £3 (plus 25p postage) from 
Helen House, 37 Leopold Street, 
Oxford OX4 1QT. 

United Methodist Pastor and his 
family from USA need 2/3 bedroom 
house “for fair compensation” in 
Oxford for June/July whilst study- 
ing at Westminster College. 
References available. Revd John 
Harris, 807 First Street, Princeton. 
Minnesota 55371, USA. 

Cricket: Wheatley, St Mary's 
Church has a newly-formed cricket 
team seeking to arrange fixtures with 
other churches this summer. “Our 
strength is on the weak side of 
weak”. Contact Peter Jackson on 
Wheatley 3246. 

RETREATS AND 
HOLIDAYS 

The Clergy Holiday Bureau 
Bulletin annual guide is now 
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Humanity of God 

This translation of the original text of Titus 3.4 could be slight- 
ly misleading, but it enshrines an important truth. God is more 
than human but He can never be less than human. 

There have been times in the history of the Church when God 
has been made to appear more like an arbitrary tyrant (on the 
Ceaucescu model), or a remorseless judge or a remote 
philosopher in his study or, to use a phrase made popular in 
20th Century theology, the “wholly other”. 

Nothing in the sacred scriptures would lead us to any such 
conclusions. He speaks to suffering mankind in the accents of 
warm compassion. He is touched with the feeling of our infir- 
mities. He teaches his children to walk, if they are willing, in 
his way. He causes the sun to arise on the evil and the good, 
and sends rain on the just and the unjust. He welcomes the pro- 
digal home. He picks us up when we fall, leads us in green 
pastures, and heals the broken hearted. 

The God who is revealed in the Bible is a human God, the 
God of unqualified goodness and uncompromising love. This 
is an all-important truth for the Church as we begin to respond 
to the Lambeth call to evangelism. Any conduct, any preaching, 
any ecclesiastical activity which obscures this truth cannot be 
the gospel. 

It is good news about God which people want to hear, not 
doctrine, however persuasive; or our opinions, however well- 
grounded, on social and political matters. 

This God is uniquely revealed in Christ. To quote a daring 
aphorism — God did not cease to be God when he became man. , 

Perhaps in the next issue of The DOOR I could turn the coin 
over and think about the “Divinity of Christ.” Both are basic 
to the Christian faith. 

Stuart Blanch 

Lord Blanch is a former Archbishop of York and the author of 
numerous books. He lives near Banbury. 



Meeting in unity 


Pictured (left to right): Bishop Richard, Hiermonk Ioann Ekonomtsev the 
vicar. The Revd Andrew King. 


A priest from the Holy Russian Orthodox Church took part in 
a “Church in Abingdon” Service of Christian Unity at St 
Michael and AH Angels’ Church, Abingdon on January 25. He 
was one of a delegation which also included a layperson and 
an interpreter. They spent three days in Oxford at the invita- 
tion of the Bishop of Oxford, the leader of the Anglican side 
of a joint commission set up by the two Churches after an ex- 
change of letters between the Archbishop of Canterbury and 
the Patriarch of Moscow. Apart from discussing the develop- 
ment of theological, educational and local church links the 
delegation also visited the John Radcliffe Hospital for talks with 
its Chaplain, the Revd Canon John Barton, about the develop- 
ment of hospital ministry in Russia. 


available with info on accommoda- 
tion at home and abroad. Send £1.25 
cheque to Mrs Bletchley, 29 Corfe 
Close, Southwater, Horsham, Sur- 
rey RH13 7XL. 

16th Century Thatched Cottage at 

Pleshey, Chelmsford in the grounds 
of the House of Retreat. 2 twins; 1 
single. CH. Details from Canon 
John Tyers 024537 251. 

The Ark, Buckinghamshire, a 
Christian Crisis Centre offering 
short breaks for women (and thier 
children) in a quiet village. Run in 
conjunction with all the Christian 
Churches in Beaconsfield and Penn. 
Guests are referred by pastors, chur- 
ches. social services and Christian 
Doctors. Contact 0494 675185 (an- 
saphone for the same day reply). 
The Cathedral of the Isles, 
Millport, Isle of Cumbrae. The Col- 
lege offers retreats, conferences and 
holidays. Phone 0475 530353. 
Retreats at Clewer, Near Windsor. 
The Convent of St John the Baptist 
has a retreat wing for groups up to 
21 (non-resident 30). or for in- 


dividuals. Also conferences, quiet 
days, parish weekends. Share in the 
worship of the Community. Full 
1990 programme of open Retreats eg 
March 23-25 Training the Trainers, 
for prospective leaders of retreats, 
quiet days, prayer workshops. 
March 20 — Drop in Day. March 
30-Apr 1, an open retreat “On 
Becoming Whole” stress and headl- 
ing. Contact: Sister Pamela CSJB. 
Convent of St John the Baptist, 
Hatch Lane, Windsor, Berks SL4 
3QR. Tel: 0753 850618. 
Accommodation for Canadian 
Anglican Priest and family April 
through August for Sabbatical in Ox- 
ford. Contact Fr. Peter Weatherby 
0865 778333. 

WEDNESDAY, 28th MARCH. 
The South Bucks Myalgic 
Encephalomyeltitis Link Group 
present High Wycombe Music 
Centre Senior Wind Band 
(conductor Trevor Steventon), at 
Christ Church, Flackwell Heath, 
7.30pm. Tickets: Gregory’s Travel, 
Bourne End 810008 or at the door. 



OUR 

WORK IS 
CARIHQ 


MOST CLEROY WOULD LIKE THE OPPORTUNITY TO RELAX WHEH THE TIME 
COMES TO RETIRE. RUT IT IS HOT ALWAYS SO EASY . . . 


The Church of England Pensions Board offers support 
to its more elderly pensioners, including clergy widows 
and Church workers retired from the stipendiary 
ministry, who, because of^age or infirmity need 
sheltered accommodation and some special care. 
This we are able to give in our 1 0 residential and nur- 
sing homes, offering security and peace of mind at 
a time of life when it is most needed, and where pro- 
blems encountered in everyday activities such as 
eating, dressing and bathing are eased by the caring 
support of our dedicated staff. 

A further home is scheduled for completion during 
1991, but in order to cope with the growing number 
of our pensioners we must continue this much need- 
ed work. 

We rely on support from donations, deeds of cove- 
nant and legacies. 

PLEASE HELP US TO GIVE A LITTLE EXTRA CARE. 
For more details about ways to help, forms of words 
for inclusion in a will, or more information on the 
board's work, please write to: 

THE SECRETARY 

THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND PENSIONS BOARD 
Department TD 
7 Little College Street 
London SW IP 3SF 

Reg. Charity 236627 
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